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>n line with A.F.A. policy, 
«*• •senm| the agenda” 
<ino so wrestling the inltatlve 
Irom the neo-nazti and 
r»e attackers in Tower 
H.imlets, Antl-Fasclst-Action 
returned to Brick Lane 
rrt.irket on Sunday 17th March 
l me time we announced 
'h< event by distributing 
cr 15,000 leaflets on the 
•-[ghbouring estates. The 
trough of Tower Hamlets, 
is the highest ratio of 
ce attacks In Britain, 
’tere It Is estimated In 
report from the European 
■rllament In December 
'90, that an attack, verbal 
physical occurs every 
minutes. 

'.F.A. Invited everyone 
>io believed ”that Anti- 
•seism meant more than 
npty expressions of 
mpathy for the victims 
race attacks to be there”, 
on the day about 250/300 
ti-FacsIsts, including 

l on Green man a former 
nate of Auachwltr death 
mp, prisoner 982M turned 
t. Just as significantly 
the Socialist Workers Party, 

' htant and the Revolutionary 
mmunlst Party did not 
end and were consptcous 


haps they believe that 
I ause the B.N.P. are not 
problem for them, ”they 
u r not a problem* for anyone 
« « or maybe they were 


detered by the 
of the violent confrontation 
anticipated by the local 
press. Chief Inspector Gary 
Elliot told the East London 
Advertiser that "the potent 
lal for disorder was always 
In such confront 


at Ions”. 

There have been over 
40 arrests,ln clashes between 
AFA and the combined forces 
of the BNP /N.F. In the 
borough since April *90. 
This time, the fascists out¬ 
numbered three to one, 
were clearly intimidated, 
and apart from the gratuitous 
arrest of one Anti-Fascist 
A.F.A. enjoyed the full 
'co-operation” from both 
the fascists and the police. 

As the A.F.A. contingent 
approached the paper sale, 
the sellers of the National 
Front "theoretical" magazine 
(VAHOOAIO looked particularly 
down In the mouth. The 
current edition No 33 had 
In the lead article announced 
that 'Anti-Fascist Act Ion... is 
tewing itself apart.Good 
news not Just for Nationalists 
but for the police since 
the 'Action' of the title 
la a euphemism lor violent 
street demonstratlonsMnice 
to know somebody caresl.On 
our arrival leaflets were 
immediately distributed 

to the passerby* and curious 
onlookers in the bustling 
Brick Lane market.The belea- 
-gured neo-nails screech 
of "rights for whites" was 
smothered by the anti-fascist 
challenge of "rights for 
all". 

At 11.45 'plan B' was 
put Into operation. A 300 
strong picket on the BNP 
pub 'The Sun'.The pub was 
closed with the police barring 


entry.The pub 
’had told the 'Jewish Chronic 
-le' that the fascists would 
not be barred as "they were 
no trouble”. 

On another occasion 

a barmaid told AFA that 
the fact that the pub was 
associated with race-attackers 
and convicted bombers 

was "personally speaking 

not a problem" for her. 



SOUTH 

LONDON 


A SECOND FRONT 
The San pub in 
Green Is owned by Whitbread 
brewe r y as Is the The Wild 


Wild Fowler runs a 
bar. On 17th April 1,000 


vast majority Mack, demon¬ 
strated against the policy 
of the pub and the existence 
of the B.N.P. H.Q. in 


race attacks already 

k - -a-a. ■ —a s_ 3 

wvf oouDied. in 
of this year IS 
Rolan Adams became a 

victim. Unlike the others 

Rolan was not so lucky. 
Rolan was stabbed Rolan 


On the day of the 


guarded by police. 


pub. The BlN.P. shop 



Chairman of the National Front 
Sat. 13th,April, a forty strong group of 'late arrivals' 
the NF meeting In Hemel Hempstead, arrogantly swept 
the official picket and the police cordon at the school 
as to cries of, "scum! scum! scum! ”! Both surprised 
delighted Anderson stepped forward. A familiar figure! 
the sea of smiling faces greeted Mm, "Hetkl 
times”! Anderson r es ponded warmly. "Howf 


low) The 


after Anders- 


back of the shop. Other 
police video 
took a sinister Interest In 
Individual Anti-Fascists. 

Hundreds of 
In the imnv 
On the advice of the police 
the B.N.P. kept a very 
low profile. Both the police 
and the fascists no 
hoge that by removing 
pbjnJcal presence, the 
stive would 
clime, ic for 

and -he participants. A.T.A. 
who laid on s 70 strai* 
force of ae 
at the request of the organ- 



LESSORS 
HARMED 

GLASGOW 

Last week, 150 people 
attended the first Anti 
Fascist concert organised 
by Cable Street Beat In 
Glasgow. The gig er as vary 
successful with four 
playlng-The Blaggcrs, The 
Corleones, Ol Polio and 
Sessionhead. Also appearing 
were four Anti-Fascist poets. 
Despite a couple of 'sightings 
prior to the gig, the B.N.P. 
decided to keep well away. 
A wise decision. The gig 
marked the begtntng of 
■■■will hopefully be a 
series of 'Cable Street Beat' 
events and was followed 
by an Anti- Fascist Action 
public meeting attended 
by about 30 people. Those 
who attended included mem¬ 
bers of Red Action, Class 
War, D.A.M. Militant and 
the S.W.P, as well as a 
number of young people 
who had been at the gig. 
The meeting agreed that 
there Is a need for a 
militant anti-fascist organ¬ 
isation which will fight 
alongside existing campaigns, 
as well as Initiate its own 
events and actions. Everyone 
agreed that the fight against 
fascism is two-pronged; 
countering the Fascist propo- 
ganda with our own, and 
confronting the Fascists 
on the streets. The B.N.P. 
presence In Glasgow must 
be confronted 'Idealogicelly 
and physically'. It was stress- 
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•ANTI-FASCIST ACTON... IS TEARING ITSELF APART! 
GOOD NEWS NOT JUST FOR NATIONALISTS BUT FI 
THE POLICE, SINCE THE 'ACTION' OF THE TITLE 

A EUPHEMISM FOR VIOLENT STREFT DEMONSTRATIONS"! 

From the NF theoretical Journal 'Vanguard*, Jen Mar'91. 


for us In Scotland to learn 
from the successful camp¬ 


aigns of A.F.A. in England, 
and particularly from London 
A.F.A. 

The next big event will 
be another Anti-Fascist 
Action public meeting but 
this t.me in the East End 

where there has been an 

increase in Fascist and 
Racist activity. The suggested 
platform of speakers Includes 
A.F.A, Scottish Aslan Action 
and the Youth Rights Campa¬ 
ign (Y.R.C.L 

The meeting was confident 

and optimistic in recognising 
the need for principled co ¬ 
operation and unity In action 


by groups and Individuals 
against the Fascist 
Good signs for the future. 

Glasgow Red Action 
P.O. Box 266 
Glasgow 
GI2 80S 



Tha Hatfield branch of lad 
Action recently received a call 
irom • local group of aati- 
fascists requestlna our 
participation In a protaat 


against tha National Front 
bolding an aloctlon moating (in 
a Primary School!) In a local 
town, Hamal Hempstead. A 
swift mobilisation saw a 
convoy heading In the direction 
of Hamal on the day of tha 
NF's assault upon tha ballot 
box. 

A pre-election meeting 
interview with the NF 
candidate, John Macauly was 
requested, and much to his 
surprise, granted. Red Action 
wish to make It clear to all 
those NF supporters who bad 
travailed such a long way to 
see candidate Macauly on the 
hustings that It was In no way 
his fault that tha meeting had 
to go ’ ahead without him . 
The would-be councillor ended 
face down la the road along 
with two other well known NF 
faces and was In no condition 
to continue. One of his 
minders ended up In a badge 
and refused to coma outl 
A truly 'nasty' NF promotions) 
video found In thair possession 
was confiscated. Copies of 
tha NF paper, 'The Flag' ware 
also removed for safekeeping 
to someone's bonfire. The 
thought-provoking headline In 
this particular edition was 
'Ban Foreign Imports' - which 
will no do ubt give Chancellor 


ARTICLES CONTINUED, 

BACK RAGE... 













The whole art of politic lies 
m hndlOK and ■■ firm • 


At a day school organised by 
tba Maocbaatar Martyr* 
Commute la Manobaatar oa 
IJMt a Staa Pali Ili um 
praaaat Identified tha 
tngradianta considered vltel to 
prodaea a defaat for British 
Imperialism aad a successful 
concluaioa to tba war la 
Ireland.. .< 

a) 'Tba aiiataaoa of a viable 
movement for aatiooal 
liberation la tba opprsMed 

b) 'Objective coedltion#' 

o) 'Tba aiiatanca of a viable 
afltl-lmparlaliat movement la 
tba oppraaaor ooaatry* 

While tbara I* ao doubt about 
tba aiiataaoa of (a) aad tba 
•objective condition** wUI bo 
dotsrmlaod by force outside 
er Inmodlato control, wo 
therefore have a doty to focus 
all oar attaatloa oa tba oaly 
area wllcb wa caa Inflovrcn. 
It Is to ttto very araa. eves 
after 21 yaara of guerrilla war 
tbat baa yet am to bofla to 
fall11 Its potMtiai. Tbo 
principal crltlclam of lad 
Actioa la aot ever political 
form tbo oppoottloa to 
irapertaliam la Britain baa 
takes. but tba aadaalabla lack 
of aobataoce of oltbor tbo 
'solidarity more manta' Uka tba 
IPM or tba partly 'withdrawal 
movements' Uka 'Troepa Oat 
Move meat' ate. 

For tba laat tbroa yoara tba 
Bloody Sunday march baa goat 

to or from KUbura. tutted of 
Booklet to eapend aad |row, 
tba 'anti-imperialist 

movement' every where baa 
began to atrophy and retreat. 
Tba astl-laterameat march la 
Auguat which commaoda 
aupport from aimllar aambora 
follow* tbo traditional route 
from laliagtoa to Arab way yur 
aftor yur. Though tbo IPM 
provldoa a more militant 
platform aad la batter 
stewards*, to the uninformed 
aya there I* aot much to 
dtotlngutok thorn (same band*, 
same (ilmllar) slogans, plui 
tha majority of the people who 
marched la January will bo tbo 
•am# one* who march agala la 
Auguat). 

TOM aad tboir tupportar* do 
aot carry propaganda for tba 
IPM march. MIHtaat support* 
ntlther ono nor tbu other. 
Therein He* *om* of th* 
problem. Th* variou* 

comm It too* are isolated from 
the root of the loft, end 
Isolated from oachothor. 

A* a direct consequence they 
march and rally only whara 
they fMl thay caa march. 
Irlah politic* In Britain Is as 
ghat toned over hero as It Is 
over there. The tactles are 
dictated If not by fMt than by 
aa understandable caution. 
Though for etch orgenlaattoa 
tha marches repreaent the 
pinnacle of tbo yMr In effort 
tad aapoMO, given tbo 
geographic location la dictated 
more by pragmatism than 
Ideology. It Is clear tbat they 
can acMevs nothing mors but 
'keep Us Issua of Ireland oa 
Uo agenda' but oaly among 
Uo loft and briefly U* Irlah 
oommunlty la th* Immediate 
vicinity. Oiven tbat naltbar 
are tha Intended target of tha 
propaganda, if a march la 
eebeequeatly judged a lucceaa. 
by what ertterioa la that 
judgement made? 

While it la of vital Importance 
to attract tha aupport If Irlah 
yooth aad left wing groupe 
they are ao t a leg i timate 

far aatMmperiallet propaganda 
or oglutlon. inatead they 


m Dssr Comradei 

partkelar may be lavsleehto to w# w#lcoa# waa of tlM T#fy 

(or M occasion prevent certain _ ^ 

element! within Ue Indlgenoui „ would that maBy on 

popalatton from reaching yoa) Mt M . • M lft d « r t« y .o,k'. 

nnvertheleaa they am only one w|th fafard to , n d 

factor albeit aa Important oeo oth « r tosues, as ■ kind of way 

la mounting a matalnod aad of Ufa . „ „ often considered. 

—_.. B cosacloualy or aot. as having a 

* V 1 ^ r " **•* “ ••**" I primarily a * selfish 
Imperialist movamaot I recruitment function*, aa you 


remove Ue issue 

ot solidarity 

further away from 

Ue working 

ctose. confining 

It to 0 

marginal mlltos. 


As wo uadoriuod It, Uom art 

Ue leads meats! criticisms you 

make to your text 

. Aed Uom 

era criticisms 

which wo 

definitely 4 m 

with. Wo 

consider, however, 

, Uot Uoy 

should be tskM 

farther. In 

Mr view, Ue toft's attitede to 

solidarity wort to 

undoubtedly 

s 

1 

t 

m 

1 to not Uo 


at ualoo branch meettags. 
Hardly a means to address tba 
workleg class, for everyone 
korws wbat empty oheUa union 

branch mootings art la moat 
wortplecM. aad bow out off 
thay ar- from tba workforce 
at largol Por oner* ft meant 
setting up anti-war commlttoM 
la Ua workplace. Bat la tba 


to and end, retber than aa and 


certainly be argued tbat tba 
'Troop# Oat Now' approach or 
•ooalao solidarity work boU 
have something poattlvo to 


certain personalities might bo 




of tbOM Involved ] 

IS to d* soon ooing 'at least 

something', without any 

consideration as to whotter It 








m y 


end toknnlem 


been for a 

i 

I 

I 

trademarks 

of Uo toft's 

activity Is 

bto Meld. Not 

oaly does ttto 

epproeck fall to 


at reason tbat Ua iatereeta of 

communists are not different 
from Uom of tbo working 
clean. How true Is it of tha 
loft today? laa't tbo left'* 
overall approach, particularly 
its approach to tba working 
class, ridden with mo re Hem as 
woU? 

Trio, all left orgaxtontioM 


Interests of Uo working clan*. 
But wket la ideally behind 


was actually implemented, 
rather Una attempting to 
addroaa Uo dominant mood 
about tbo war. these 
commit toot were primarily 
aimed at briaglag together tba 


ectlvieu aad left-mladod 
workers who make up Ua 
left's milieu all year round, 
la boU cases ua raak and file 


1) Tbat Ua facta of Uo 
coalition restrict Itself to 4 
marckos a year appro*lmutely 
one • s ea s on. Por oaamplo, 
Bloody Boaday march la 
January, a Hangar Strike 
marek la Spring. Aati- 
laterameat march la gammer, 
aad Ua Maoobeotor Martyrs la 
Automa. 

When aot Immediately 
orgaalalag for Uelr own ovoat, 
each oom mitten won Id bo 
a* pec tad to propagandise, 
mobilise, arrange transport ate 
for eoebotters' marches, pool 
an agreed percentage of aay 
revenue rained aad ao with Ua 
cooperation of the Scottish 
Beads AUlaact bring about tha 
maiimum turn oat for each' 
ovoat. 

2) Tbat each committee 
retains rational autonomy over 
IU own march, lavltM Its owa 
speakers, produces iu own 
propaganda etc. It would bu 
necessary to consult coalition 
partners oa tfc* choice of 
route (or location). 

2) If It Is our purpoM to put 
Ireland on Ut agenda for the 
British public Uon all 
attendant publicity to good 
publicity. la otbnr words, 
marches Uat attract media 
sttantlon era marches that 
promise confroatattoo, thereby 
achieving maiimum propaganda 
for Uo ovoat Itself and Uo 
Issue* Its wants raised. Oa 
om level at least It will have 
mad# aa Impact oa tha British 
public. 

Por Uo Uroo month period 
leading up to Ua march, Uo 
route if possible to selected to 
roach thoM sections of society 
already alienated from tbo 
establish moot aad Ua state, 
would bu abowerud with 
propaganda, public mMtiags, 
pickets, publicity staau etc; 
schools, boosing estates 
lea netted, racrettmMt offices 
picketed etc. 

instead of having powerful 
speakers/pereooalltiet Uke Prod 
Holroyd. Oerry Adams ate 
speaking to Uo converted to 
Coaway Hall In WC1, Instead 
| the coalition could provide 


INTRODUCTION 


On Saturday CU April Rod Action Invited over ninety 
different grange and orgnntanttane to s meeting In Norik 
London, to dlnase* the permanent crisis afflicting the 
whole of die Ant I-Imperialist Mov em ent in Britain. 

On the day repr es entatives of four organisations, lbs 
Anarchist Workers Group, Workers Prana, Direct Action 
Mov em ent and Red Action entered into prp-limimry 


outcome of the dtacuetooM but were either unwilling or 
enable to attend. Including tbo Troops Out Mov em e n t, 
the Irish Republic an SoctnHnt Party, taMrattiaMltot 
Communist Union and the Revolutionary Demo crat ic Group, 
•embers of the Editorial Board of Open Polemic attended 
m observers who along with the LC.IL lamed a statement 
(below). Significantly, two of the organisations who chose 
to ignore this initmive,the IriU In Britain Group and Hands 
Off Ireland held separate marches on either aide of the 
•earing to coounnaorate dm ItlB rising. The fact that 
they attra c t e d ISO and TO marchers respectively merely 
underlined the necessity for co-operation rather than 
competition with — g —^ to solidarity work in Britain. 
Having outlined previously why unity to neccessnry In 
a follow up document entitled The Missing Link* we 
suggested bow such unity might be achieved. 


them with tbo opportunity to 
coovort possible recruits to the 
British war machine to placet 
like BC1. 

Tbo pubUcIty/propngenda would 
bo roachlag directly, for Uo 
first tint, an ontlraly now 
constituency, already la dispute 
on a wide numbnr of tonum 
wltb Uo MUbltobod order. 

Tbo march oa a fitting 
culmination to Un events 
would bO S dynamic 
demonstration of solidarity, 
deflate#, nvnn strength. 

Clearly, If properly mneutnd 
thin won Id praaaat a direct 
challenge to tbo British >Utn. 
As a consequence, fascist 
gang* «tc would bn allownd a 
frne hand as a form of direct 
reprisal. OUor forms of 
harassmtat aad Intimidation 
are just a* likoly to 
materialise, In fact tbo laval 
of repression would bo tailored 
to mast Ua level aad depU of 
tbo challenge. 

Wltb cooperation and unity as 
tbd necessary prerequisite a 
powerful challenge could bo 
sustained. 

Above to Ue brief outline of a 
project Uat wUI undoubtedly 
develop la Uo making. Tbo 
most common criticism wo can 
aspect to Uat Ua proposals 
arc dismissed at hopelessly 
utopias: la reply wa aay Uat 
If our critics genuinely believe 
Uat eiclaaivaly by ttalr owa 
efforts they will make a 
difference then It to Uom 
rather than us who arc 
hopelessly utopian. 

’This antagonism lot tba 



Uo MU) to Uo anon 
Impotence of tba 


by which Ue capitalist clam 
maintains Its power. Aad Uat 
alaM Is fatly awara at tt." 


Aa distinct from Un lateral 
revolutionary struggle against 
Imperialism, Ue attentioB of 
British revolutionaries should 
focus upon British 

Imperialism's continuing 

oppression of Ireland. As 
such. Opaa Polemic wolcomM 
today's isltietive. 

However, Opaa Polemic assarts 
Uat, la BriUie today, Ua 
unity and strength of Ua satl- 
jimporlallat movomoat to 
lanxtrtcnbly linked to U* salty 
aad strength at tbd 

revolutionary movement. 

For Opaa Polemic, our aatl- 
Impcrialtom to derived from a 
view of imperialism defined as 
Ue highest stags of 

oaptultom. As a M arrist- 
Lealatot view. It to 
distinctively different from 
that of Ua Ideology of social 
democracy, which relies oa 
imperialism as a material 
resource for the practice) 
realisation of tho reformist 
strategy (ot we II at* state 
capitalism. Provided 

Imperialism to aot aotually 
threatened, social democracy 
socks to rid It of Its vtoiblo. 
ugly fact - Uo masifold 
manifestations of vloloooo, 
racism sad discrimination - 
while imbibing political 
sustenance from Uo bidden, 
super-niploltation of 

ImporlnJlani. 

To Uo esteat Uat temporary 
reforms of Imperialism can 
benefit Ua people of oppressed 
nations, aad assist them In 
their straggle for 

cmaectpatioa. It becomes 
possible for revolutloaaries to 
work together with social 
democrats, bat. If this to sot 
to lapM Into right-wing 


of hood. In Uo nsutims, 
most left groups wore having a 
great time fighting each otter 
over slogans aad positions 
behind closed doors, confident 
of doing 'at toast something' 
to rap resent tha Internets of 
Ua working class, bat act 
concerned la Ua toast as to 
bow workers felt about tbo 
war aad wbat coaid ba dona 
about it. 

Mach Ua him could bo said 
about Ua day to day activity 
of moat revolutionary groups. 
When confronted with Uo 
problem all of as communists 
fees today to Britain - Uat 
oar Idas* art oaly represented 
by a handful of Individuals 
within Ua working class aad 
torgnly sms si irrotovaat by 
U* overwhelming majority of 
workora - Uo reply to 
invariably something like: *Ob, 
but wo or# active in tbn 
unions, naturally." And Uoy 
proudly point to Uo number of 
unions branches sponsoring the 
nest toft Inspired conference 
or rally. Or to Uo 'influence' 
of Uo toft to Uo natiOMt 
bodies of NALOO, CF 8 A or 
NUT. Why very few workers 
to British industrial sitM lava 
Mvar mat a communist 

activist among thotr wofkmstos 
opportunffmT^s^ovoluflonSr^ 
movement needs to consUatly 
develop Ideological clarity sad 
unity. 

Opea Polemic Uerefore 

welcomes this anti-imperialist 
initiative; firstly, because It to 
eadMvourlei to eitend Ue 
parameters of salty to action 
beyond aay oaa, particular 
segment of U* revolutionary 
movement sad, secondly, 

because It to aadoavoarlag to 
approach unity from a 

revolutionary perspective. 
Consequently, w* regard this 

Initiative and otter such 
iaitlativM M being 

complementary In character to 
Open Polemic. Our Inttistivu 
to of course different, la Uat 
ft to concerned with the 
eveetual Ideological Integration 
of tha ravolatloaery movement. 
Our actual practice, therefore, 
can only ba concerned with 
petting Uo theory of Opoa 
Polemic into effect. 

Tho practice of unity In action 
norms the revolutionary 
movement (and today'• 
Initiative Is e crucial attempt 
el this) can both laform and 
strengthen that polemic, 
la the era of the highMt stage 
of capitalism, of Imperialism, 
Opoa Polemic takes Ue view 
Uat Marxism-Lealatom to Ue 
ravolatloaery Ideology moat 
suited to achieving tbs 
ovorUrow of capiultom and 
briaglag to ao sad Imperialism, 
la so doing. wa rocogatoo that 
ttera era comrades who, 
although aot regarding 
themselves as Marxists- 
Lenlntota, may be ckmer to tho 
Idoeto and essence of Norsism- 
Lonlatom Uat some who 
presently proclaim themselves 
to be Marstot Leninist. 

Th* cotemns of Opoa polemic 
remain open to oocoiag re- 
evaluation and raamoMmoat of 
tha later-related fundamoaUto 
of Marxism-lestolsm which wo 
bevo deflood as tha politico) 
end organisations! principle of 


to mattor 
r Ue left's 
a difference 


to be e major eoacera. 

And again, when It oomee to 
Ue toft'a role 1a Industrial 
disputes. * 0 i, but wa are 
always oa Ue picket IIom”, 
Mys tba toft. Tokeetom agala. 
Where, la Brittle'• assembly 
pleats, building sites and 
workshops, do ordinary workora 
(tomorrow's strikers) look to 
toft activists for leadership? 
hardly anywhere. What weight 
bes Uo toft over had la Ue 
male struggles of Uo working 
class over Ue pest decades? 
No** whatsoever. How many 
toft groups see ttto as a major 
problem Uot should bu 
addressed right sow, ao Uat at 
soma point In Uo (stare our 
Mom may stop being marginal 
to our clam? 

When will communists come to 
terms with Uo fact that wo 
era faood with whet may well 
be a tong term activity, ie 
order to build deep roots 
wlttla Uo working clem? 
That there Is ao easy, 
rewarding or glossy abort cut. 
That the working clem owes us 
setting sad has ao reason 
whatsoever to trust us. The 
workers will not come to our 
ideas aad see them unless Uey 
have aa opportunity to tMt 
them aad Uelr effectiveaeM 
(Uat to our uffuctivuMm) la 
Uo roal world of tho clam 
struggle. to abort, Uat 
comma slat politics era aot 
about a moralistic claim of 
eitofleaoo to Uo working 
elate, bet about makiag a 
dlfferaoc* la Uo abort term 
aed loog term perapectivM and 
outlook of ordinary workers. 
That they are not about doing 
'Mr bit' In propagating our 
Ideas while standing on tho 
fringe of Uo claaa. bet about 
winning over aad arming 
politically groups of communist 
workers la at least Ue major 
workptocM of ttto country, ao 
Uat Uoy can be Ue 
propagators la deed of 
commaetot Ideas to front of 
Ue working clem as a whole. 
That what oom m sals ts need 
desporatsly to prepare the 
fature, to not to trala replicas 
of Tariq All bet revolatlonery 
communist versions of Lech 
WatoM~ 


I democratic centralism; the 


principle of Ue leading role of 


dictatorship of Ue protourlst; 
and the principle of protoUrtan 


Internationalism 


a forthcoming issue of Open 


Polemic, we will be focussing 


spociflcally on British 
sir 

approach to anti-imperialist 
rork. As suck. Open Polemic 
particularly welcomes today's 
iltistJve, end we would be 
kms to publish any statements 




As I 

If a 'new anti-imperialist 
coalition' can be Mt np in a 
'•ptrlt of cooperation rather 
ttan competition 
surely provide some Impetus 
for British ravolutlonarto* to 
*Mk ideological olarit 
outstanding issues 
Importance. 

Yours comradely 
Opoa Polemic 



































































SAS CALLING CARD 


t"*™*** '« wood* SUETS* SSZ 

£“*•' °L f °?l. c,thol fr , la "totally fabricated*. A. “y.- mi l 

SSHm owe a.*in rUtall^JI * tkk toc 'M** “»* forca 

22? J~*2SL U "portwa ha believed that a Imprtaoi 

Stotlonla aacUrUa murder! EH' 1 ? IT®* COf#r up b#d 01 ,BBt> 

i. u. l 2 s 'yr^r: sr* 

villagers of Cappagh art la oo potoMn| 


•a no Ui counties. no h«i of tha death* 

grs£ sss srsi ^->5 

raapouMUtr t« a. utn, omM bTt?i« « ti .^12 

t £ TEw X. wiu t” «*«« 

remember for a loag time the It emerged months later that 
marders of thraa West Bolfaat - * . 

rotobor. by tha SAS aa they £g ** Couaolllor 

emerged from a Falla load "f,* 7 ;a. k *!! 

bookmakers. The aocarlty **! **£? 

foroa axplaoatloo for tbo **** October, had baan 
mordara was that plain clothed I?""? - "P . t0 ,***•* t,m ** ta 
ooldlers hod coma acroaa *hat »*•<><*-o«t- bat 

appeared to be aa armed ISA " W JJj* h,f * b# * B 
ualt. Tbo trath. whan It ' , 0 g# i , ‘ 

amerted, waa more coaiplei r tt * ,A8T ^ 

and tlnlator. The three p * op ^ Cappafh do not 
murdered men had brooih* b * Mt " "* " 8U * « *• ■*« 

weapons atolen from aa IAS ST^cEJJJI #, M 2Ll£ Um Ji! 

*«• UMt aTES !•J fJSXLZ 

was atUl atinclna with tha mM * P*^ 1 * b* u * T * that toaH 
ambarraaameot of the Incident, " gr<w " M “ ott#r ch,m#8 
to much ao that tbaoe throe “ 
young moo vara followed 
eterywbert they weat aatll 
they |ava tha SAS tha 


•tated that one of the victim. 

had beea questioned by tbo 
IUC oa a number of occaaloea 
regarding terrorltt acttvltlea 
•ad that aeothar hod la the 
paat received • iuspeeded 
aaataaca for poaaeaalac 
documoata likely to be of uao 
to terrorists. Or In other 
wortto. •here la why they 

Ol#d a 

To thoaa who will aay that 
there'i ao proof of oolluatoa, 
«he people of Cappe«b can 
ahow them the Brttlah Army 
laaua gun-muisle cover found 
among the empty cartridge 
caaoa at the aceaa of the 
murder. If that done not 
aufflee thay need only look at 
the lengthy Hit of security 
force member* doing Ufa 
imprtooamant for tha murder 
of laoocant catholic*. 

Doapite denial* or finger 
pointing to other organlaatloo*. I 
tha natloaallat people of the 
alx count!** know thay are oa 
tha receiving end of a dirty 
ear. No-one can really aay 
for aura ju*t how many 
murdara the SAS have been 
reaponalbla for. but the people 
of Cappagb know for aura that 
thay received tha SAS calling 
card on Suoday night. 

la Miae 
M Collin* 

Selfaat 



TAKING SIDES 


Doer Comrade*! 

Thank you vary much for tha 
article* about 1NLA, we found 
them moat Intonating. 

Another thing. wo are 
wondering whoa we are 
receiving the nest laaua of Bed 
Action - one of tha only 
Britiah left wing newspaper* 
which la really enjoyable??? 

We have not mad* aay new 
'newsletters' since tbo one we 
neat you. but we will of 
oours* send you the nost issue 
as soon aa It cornea out. 

We heard about what happen¬ 
ed to the three comrades 
from your group who were 
*om to jail for allegedly 
beating up some fascist 
I bastard. We would like to 
express our solidarity and 
the next time any of you 
go to see them, give them 
greetings from Denmark. 
YOURS IN SOLIDARITY 
The ZAPATA collective 



I read with Interest Sad pr opaaad analogy with Ireland. 
Action s coverage and analysis there la oo question of the 
of the Oolf war. noting that Irish Hepubllc attacking R. 
SA had deliberately not 'taken Ireland with the perpoee of 
•Idea . Soma would no doubt 'Uborstteg' It - for the rooeoo 
•rgio that a failure to support that the status qoo to aa much 
Iraq against tha US lad forces In the Interests of the 
represented itself a passive bo ur geois regime la the 
acceptance of the Imperialist BapobHe aa It to Is the 
d, sl « n - internet* of the politicians at 


ACTION IN IRELAND 


message from the atata-backad 
terrorists of the BAS. 

Father Deals Faul, an 
outspoken critic of the IIA, 


opportunity they wore seeking. mW * “ 8AS , tjr P* 


Their murder was 


operation, and the people are 


bloodod moaaag* to aU who " orr,#<1 tblt th " 8AS may 
would embarrass the elite of h,,# boon involved. The army 


the British Army. 


were up there until an hour 

if it. sas ... ,»b.rt«»d b, I*"**.— 

the loos of two weapons to . . people imy 

local hoods, how then would •“•Pteloua." Ho also said. 

Sey feel about" theloTof '**" U cl « mo “ rta B 

two of it. mambor, after * 

Mm cbiMd out of Ciooaih 0 wotpooi uieo. 

br .. IIA .CM.. mntoXM 

Would tbo murdtr bv ambush critic of tbo IRA. aold 9 

- k r a " wmn * •' 

toughaU bo enough to abate Cappagh and Oalbally areas 
thalr embarrass meat? Or have boon saturated with UDB 
would the village of Cappagh and BAS members In recent 
t0 be taught a laaaon as months. No-oo* oaa tall me 
A f**f •••♦ while the that a carload of gunmen can 
BUC and SAB denied the loaa drive Into the village of 
of two aoldiers. or that the Cappagh, murder four man and 
Incident had oven taken plaoe. seriously Injure a fifth, and 
It was tha villagers of Cappagh drive out again without the 
who witnessed and told tbo ao-called aeeurlty forces 
whole truth. They told of how knowing about It.* 
oo March 24 lggO at B.1S pm, These people can hardly be 
a rod Volkswagen Passat accused of being spokesman 
containing two BAS men waa for the IRA. and the very fact 
being pursued through tbo that they are speaking out 
centre of the village by an shows how blatant state- 
XB3I containing an IIA active sponsored terrorism Is 

Wit curing the bigb §P**d this nrt made Uoioniits and 

b ‘r tLC Z 

from the sun roof of the XR9I. the at?tl toTe.il!?^r 

Whan the Paaaat crashed the MV* to . *“ ,tJr of 



IRA team continue pouring •*> 

automatic flra into tha campaign of amoarlng and 
vehicle “• beamlrchlng the victims and 

Local* also told of seeing the * I| *J 

Ufalasa forms of the SAB moo u Sb r !ftaf with thT .meartS 
at the scene, of how. when “ °“ r ™ " , r t l t t l h * '*"”!** 
reinforcement* arrived , they SL—ti Orlw JlT^hot d mJZ'll 
firm* o. oachother by mtotake. .Tm, 0 f «h. iiTtL 
and of how a third aoldiar ' h * A ** 

west on bis knees with hto ., rh * thll tlm . fh ._ hi __ 

^m££L£SmSSi toc * 1 ‘• l#TWon m#du w#r# 

oismtaaec the deaths r#portln| 0B ^ munjBr| they 



Having formed ourshlvas Into a 
branch In tha summer of 1110, 
bringing together people 
Involved In various political 
campaigns, w* Immediately 
began to establish ourselves as 
RID ACTION DUBLIN by 
taking a high profile In many 
of these campaigns such as 
extradition, lllg commem¬ 
oration etc. With this and our 
reputation for physical 
confrontation with the fascists, 
wa now fael we hava a basis 
on which to build. 

Tha recent visit to Dublin of 
French fascist L* Pen and hto 
scum, has provided us with the 
opportunity we needed to 
establish ourselves as the 
leading anti-fascist activists. 
W* contacted the gay, muslim, 
Jewish and travelling 
communities to Inform them of 
the protests against Le Pen. 
W* provided one of the biggest 
contingent* at these protests 
and outnumbered some of the 
longer established groups. 

Na confronted 2 fascist women 
taking photographs of the 
protestors, displaying to tha 
other groups that wa are alert 
and ready to deal with any 
fascist threat, not Uks some 
who prefer to wait and call a 
meeting while the fascists still 
poee a throat to the peopls on 
tha street, dus to thalr 
Inactivity. Tha fascists need 
'photos of us because most of | 
them only sas us over their I 


, shoulders as they run awayl 
( Wa recolved a good amount of 
| media coverage during the Le 
, Pan visit. We almost 
r succeeded la penetrating the 
, tight security surrounding the 
r fascist delegation, with news 
, report* on TV showing 
t members carrying RA banners 
being led away by coppers. 
Newspapers also carried 
I pictures of RA members 
i carrying 'subtle 1 comments on 
i natisl We have subsequently 
followed up these successes 
with a major sticker run round 
Dublin. 

As a result of all of this 
publicity, we have been 

receiving more and more 

information about the fascists 
la Dublin. Some of this 
information is coming from 

former fascists who got fed up 
'meeting' RA on dark nights. 
Wa have also held meetings 
with other Interested parties in 
an attempt to secure future 

cooperation. 

We now plan to extend our 
activities, both physical sad 
political into the Dublin 
suburbs, where these nasi scum 
are hiding out. Intelligence 
gathering backed up by action 
to now a major priority. Wa 
hava aleo planned a aeries of 
"Anti-Fascist* gigs using 
various bands to get our anti¬ 
fascist Ideas and general 
politics across to people. 

DUBLIN RBD ACTION 


It la clear from the article Weetmlaatef. It to la tbo 
that RA condemned the U8 led to tenets of the working class 
operation for what It was, a of both Britain and Ireland 
simple exercise In protecting that Ireland should be salted. 
U8 interests in Gulf OIL It to to the Interests of the 
What to not entirely clear, is capitalist class of both aattoas 
what theoretical positions led that Ireland should bo divided 
RA not to support a military aed H to the capitalist elaaa 
action aimed at stopping or that tbo Republican 
restricting the US's government re pr ese n ts. Does 
achievement of the policy, the writer really believe far 
Catting Saddam as a 'bsddls' oaa mtaete that the Republic 
is not la Itself enough here, to poised to tovade? U not, 
Saddam was and Is a 'baddle', then the point of the analogy 
his agenda was as aati- Is completely toot, 
democratic and anti-socialist 

as the US agenda. However Bed Actioa opposed the war to 
his actions, whatever the tbo Gulf heceeaa we predicted 
object, also reversed, If only that sack a war woeld eaas* 
temporarily - (for aowl) - the aalmagtoable aafferb«, net to 
artificial separation of Iraq tb* totereeta of a progressive 
and Kuwait, a separation or eves hamaaltertoa cases, 
designed to protect western but for strictly imperialist 
Interests not arab interest*. objectives. We atoo believed 
le Ireland there ii an artificial that tb* political problems 
border Imposed by the military roseltlag from the war would 
might of the British be far more severe tbaa those 
government. The so-called tbe Imperialist power* delated 
Irish Republic retains a they wished to resolve. Tito 
constitutional claim to tha has proved to be tb* caee oo 

statelet of N Ireland. If the both oosats. 
government of the Irish Wo rofasod to eoeoteaaac* tbo 
Republic took military action slogan advanced by oertata 
to reoovar tbe Six Counties, other toft groops. 'Victory to 
would Rod Action support this Iraq,' becaesa this slogan could 
action. If not. why not? to tbo circamstaaooa only 

Wo have to ba clear about 'Victory to Boddam and 

•hy we support national *he Republican Guard'. Not 
liberation struggles, but not only was a this a very fooltoh. 
'all' such struggles. The aot to aay meaatogtoas slogan, 

latter bags tha question, whst B?*oa that there was set tbs 

do we mean by a national slightest poaatolHty of a defeat 
liberation struggle. It would for tbo U8 and Its elites. Tie 
appear to me that Saddam's adoption of sock a slogan to 

war was aot one of ***** clrcematanoea oah 

liberation' and there perhaps fT** 1 * Ue •oU-otoeeaaios of 
part of my question answered. * fl ■"■P* »**B rhetoric and 
But had Saddam been ‘ toctrU# *» *be exdasioa of 

successful, would that have * etl0 * "* waMty. lost m 
consolidated hto hold In Iraq or •• aveots hava 

perhap* provided a further •*••*■■»!? proved, a Soddamtot 
throat to that othar statelet In (eve* whoa this 

the region, Israel, and given *“** 1 ■•** than, aa new, 

the arab world a new rising atablltoaUoa of hto regime 
which Its current loader* might ** d * f u * aaaptoes) would aot 
lose control of? These are »tr*agth***d the 

obviously mare scenarios, but ** p4l ? tl0 ** 91 **• *orttog 

tha srab populace did see It a* P*°Pto of Iraq or Kuwait, bat 

a 'hope' not Just for tha "d** 1 ? beve baas the 

Palestinians but for all P r * i *da to tbo totaoslftod 
ordinary arsbs, a potential to tort * r *« elimination and 
break the western Imposed ■****®»* of democratic I 

'kingdom*' and tha Israeli *•**••**« etomeota withia 
beachhead befors thsm. lr *B l«»*lf. Tb* only possible 

•togaa for revototiooery 

BKPLY: aocteltots mast be baaed oo tbe 

First, there to ao question of Tlctor7 * ** democratic / 


'kingdoms' and tha Israeli 
beachhead before them. 


RKPLT: socialists must bo baaed oa tbs 

First, there to ao qoestioa of Ttet ° nr ® f *• democratic / 
Bed Actioa 'aot t»n«g aides". ****?****•* opposition to 

Itoa •*<*•> — take I* tb* aid* obooxkma rnwime. 


•f the Iraqi (oad~ Kawaltl)| Ho * ■•*? <***atoetio*. that 
—**- '•are calling for Saddam's 


BLACK SECTIONS? 



Dear Comrade* 

Isau* 38 was a definite 
Improvement: increased slsa 
and Indopth articles - nice 
onel Through your various 
Issues I have boon afforded the 
opportunity of obtaining a 
pretty good gist of the general 
views on particular subjects as 
arrived at by the left. It's of 
particular Interest to tosrn of 
activities outside of London, 
*4* l»F running from BNP la 
Scotland and their grovelling 
to the pig* for protection. 
But my curiosity was aroused 
and a gap la year coverage 


realised when I read tha 
AFA's statement of intent 
article - you never comment 
on the activities aad views of 
Black organisational 
So comrades, how's about 
giving us a run down on ths 
'state of play' within tha 
Black Community and 'Black 
Movement'? I for on* would 
be Interested to hoar if tha 
likes of the Indisn Workers' 
asaoclstion. Black Panther 
Movement, Black Unity and 
Freedom Party, Black 

Uberatlon Front, Southall 

Youth Movement and the rest 


are still around and what thalr ps Would a Red Action Black 
view* and activities sro. Section be an Ides worth 

Lika wise those of any other pursuing? 

Black organisations and also R*pl?: 

tha general positions of thn Oaealna Igaoraaoa of tb* 

Black and Asian population. argaatoatloas named prevents a 
If wa are to win tha trust and o o mprobaoa t ve critique of their 

respect of Black comrade* - poMtlca. Despite BA's 


understandably disillusioned by totimet* involvement to AFA 
being constantly betrayed by atooo IMS oer paths have 
tha 8 WP 6 Co - wa must eroaaod. 

strive to gat a better Hopefully tb* (aatloeal) 
understanding of thalr politics, oampeiga te bo toeaehed 
activities and view*. Over to Mostly, to etoea tbe BNP HQ 
you comrades... to Welling, will provide tb* 


Yours In struggle 
G Marjotta 
Tula* Hill 


beets for fruitful collaboration 
to fetor*, both with tbo groups 
mentioned aed with tbo black 

generally. •osatoaaittoa 










The to tost publication M the 
toft to bit tba mat la called 
Opoa Polemic (or to (In It lie 
proper title. Comm uniat opaa 
polemic for Revototioaary 
Unity) and aa the aama 


anlaf introduction to 
comrndso~.to aU 
It elaima. 


ooavlsood that it (too 
h • orb las clam) eaa 


daflaltaly from tba policy of 
tba re lias r lamai. aatil it not 


tba Irtob, bat It actually tatm 
tba laltlatlTe la dtmolrla* tba 
Daloa established to lMl_sad 


vllort on rattng the conectouanree and theoretical 
ito m ln pa n at of M min d itw . an orpmmaUoa that haa 
dm toart teepees far (be Uauwst concept at lh» Fun v 
afallwrType.bmpwbapaamditba y i n i y u m mi 

In raising Um tovaluUonary-■- f M 

iwmbrte. Urn ergultaUoa I reler la flam by dm aama 



m 


proletariat. If act. toe Kagltoh 

M*»b *UI raawta Had ta tba I opportunism of tba far toft, aa 
It preceded them. (In 1R2R 


tba aatioaal asecutlvt of tba 
National Union of RaUaaymao 


rofeao to baadto war material 
Became of tta power to totoadad to aid Poland to bar 

weaken aad undermine tba aar with Ruatia. However. It 

eatire atata It remotes tba waa deemed perfectly to order 

waakaat link, bat booaeaa of tor lasllab dockara to baadto 

Tba direct result of this part aad oarrent working class munition. |0 |o« to Ire lead to 

dlvtoioe aad confusion as oaa antasoniams by tba Bocllsb suppress tba Irtob people), 

of tba founders, Jan Wechto worbtos clam towards the Irish Mom accurately, tba earteot 

candidly admits, la that be. (La. tba sullen public response a0 d total Irratovaaca of tbe 

'■P“‘ aomo M yean of my to tba relearn of tbe totter to bet a petalve 

■fa coogbt la a futile web Birmingham Sis) and Decease roftoettoo of «bo powartomnam 

tba ■ntasoaiam to -tba secret dee to mlf-mstllatioa of tba 


to quickly qualified, with tbe 
latroductloe of other 


clearly feela that further 
etosetfleatloe la seeded. 

*1 am aot by tbe way 
advocatias tba wbotoaale 

tovoivomeat of dtotllaatoeed 
aad bomeleaa communists to 
the reeks of Rod Action 


% 


otoooo of the 
. it could more 



la Wuobte's opinion, 
la bto article to tbe first 
edition of 'Opoa Polemic', 
'esperlmeatto mt optima 
raram mastotra', iaa Waebla 
draws sttuntlon to tba stoqular 

R tlon of lad Actloo oa tba 
lab toft, lie -rites: 



worm course# of action for 
tbom at a loom aad)'. 

So bavtas walbad tba aemoroeo 
Itinerant oommratota with 
whom be appears to bo 
familiar ta tba top of tba bill, 
a theoretical rat rea la 
provided so that they eaa 
gratefully author back dowa 
aqala. 

lo If at preeoot lad Action to 
aot a fitting vehicle for 
1 serious 1 communists to Jote. 
that obviously what Is seeded 
la a serious vehicle for lad 
Action to )oto. 

’However before that happy 
day arrives, Britain's 
revolutionary youth need to bo 
oeavtoood that oar 

revolettosary theory baa bees 
tested by rtvotodooery praxis 



However, to Introducing lad 
Action to this discussion the 


sf aotty to la 
pork tag slam la 


L someth tog that It la 
likely la is to tba 

situation of tboorottaal 
when it la betaq tod 
ral directions at tta 
Itne—From tta maoy 
Is to tbo aaa 


tbe state la tbo way to wbtob 
tt Is ruf toctwd to tta 

So Ireland remains tba aaorat 
tea to tba koto by which tba 
capitalist cltss maintain, 
power. Only for as loog as 
Ireland remains tba missing 
link (or tba 'revolettosary 
toft*. 

Ireland than ns the article 
points out, 

'b set as optional ax toe far 


mad tta MU ttottoafl 


•an support lor the IRA 


leleialy Ism mud. dut to lbs sectarianMRMMf tbs 
kihulW wsmusit suswuwwwt m fan iiuatn m a 


yraacb. st tbe sad of tbs dm N w« Mm* be dM wwtmg 
f cfaMynutb nwiemiyIn the empfayeflfadAcdm dMt 

ess smug M tome Um bdfar but nsMesssy tsmaue of 


lo for so good so different. 

By far tbo most Interesting 
article which domlaataa tbs 
pubUcatloa, taking up St% of 
tbe Journal, baa aa 
Incomprehensible latin title, 
aad In It fan Waebla analyses 
tbe tafamous Impotence of the 
far toft In Britain. His 
conclusion la that while still 
professing to be revolutionary 
oommunlsts (aad there can be 
no other type), the far left 
has opted almost entirely for 
tba 'reformist path*. 

Tba fundamental flaw wlthto 
tba reformist project to that 
•It everywhere aad at all 
times fafla to dtooct its 
'comrades' la tta srooboat Itol 
to ear awa imperialist chain. 
Pur French communists to tbo 
lIM'a. that tleh wax 
•rrtoobtedly Algeria. tot 
Americas commuatots la tta 
M'a. It was Vietnam. Par 


la tod not, a matter of 
wttb Ireland. It to 
- tbo a* boy at 
- to a rovototioaary 


While tba statement la 
undoubtedly true. It also 
oontalaa wlthto It an etomeat 
of contradiction as It assume* 
that the specie* already exists 
In aay significant aambers. 
Wbat la crystal clear la that 
the historical Impotence of tba 
English working clast la aot 
avan canoed by tba polltlosl 


Initial reason gives, La. that 
of coatomporary organisations 
oa the British toft It to Rad 
Action baa mad# tbe 
'greatest progress' la ’raising 
revolutionary consciousness", la 
la conflict with bis flaal 
analysts - that Rod Action baa 
failed to marry its raw 
potential to ravolatlooary 
'theory' . Tbto ratoon tbo 

believe It poaattto lo oppooa 
tto retotog of 'iwvwtetloeory 

da • slop moat of re volitions ry 
'theory' as If 00 a oaoli evolve 


vm, always baa 
is. awl will Hkal 
be. Ireland. Qo! 
f II is graop tta 
to (^U is bo a 
•md bo raadar t 


Rut simply, lor a 'genuine' 
communist party to recruit by 

aide stepping tba oaoaatlal 
question, to to risk baildisg a 
party populated almost entirely 
by aoe-commuatotsl While 
without a doubt Ireland la the 
pivotal quoatloo, does this 
automatically represent tbs 
waakaat llak la the chain T 
A* lo demonstrated la tta 
article, Mari himself could aot 
bavs boss more omphalic when 
lo wrote la 1IM: 



In a review of tbe BBC's Inside Story programme about 
L °" 1 th# Tl *« (25/1 l/BO) 

likened Republicans to 'those cheerful plucky characters 
of an old POW movie”,whereas Loyalists 'seemed confused, 
despairing and much more like routine cona.”Astutely enough 
the same paper realised that, "the difference to oot of 
political convict Iona,' 


to other words, those working 
elements who display a robust 
and direct approach with none 
of tba left'* characteristic 
Inhibitions about 'getting ituck 
to to fascist groups* will bo 
duly awarded a place to tba 
great scheme of things; aa 
foot soldtora, flunkeys, aad 
doorman albeit oaly If armed 
with a revolutionary 
consciousness. Not for us tbo 
rarifled air of pure logic ( 
probably ruin esl) Wachla's 
analysis could bo summarised 
aa 'Good tods, took 
leadership!* That analysis la 
Itself to customary rather than 
novel; wbat Jan Waebla should 
be commanded for, to having 
tba coaraga to aaalyaa tbs Rod 
Action phenomenon at all. 
rather than dismiss us as an 
•mbarrassiag but Irrelevant 
aberration Ilka many others 

Hto'bolief* that tba occasional 
Incisive brutality oa the 
•treats of Britain Is evidence 
of, and consistent with a 
farther raising of ravolattoaary 
awareness la la direct contrast 
with tbo political reaction of 
tbo largost 'marxiet parties' 
who regard vlotoaes aa to no 
way progressive, Instead their 
membership fled It both 
rapugnaat aad accidental. 
Aoeideatal to tba sense, that 
If Rad Action ware aot 
preoccupied with bashing tba 
far right, wa might Jeat aa 
anally aad ap aay day now 
bashing tba far toft. Their 
repugnance to based oa tba 
belief, that if ttolr politics do 
oot provide aad eaaaet Justify 
such actions, than tba principal 
motivation 'of tba working 
otoaa youth la tba employ of 
Rod Actios* meat bo tta 


violence Itself. With 

exemplary logic It follows that 
If the Implementation of 
rovototioaary polities on the 
streets la aot responsible for 
tbo ooafroatatioaa, than tbo 
violence occurs duo to tba 
aboaooo of revototioaary 
politics - or la the case of 
Rod Action, tcy politics. 

It to ao coincidence that tba 
vary same organisations who 
are quickest to coodemn tba 
simple direct tactics of an 
organisation Ilka Anti-Fascist 
Actios are tba same card 
carrying members of tbo 
RSFCF (Royal Society (or tbs 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Fascists), who are quickest to 
oatobrata aay misfortune such 


to legality at say price, so (or 
them there to savor 'tbo 
common revototioaary <Htorn ms 


work'. It to aot true that a 
tsection against legality at any 
price to tbo polar approach. 
Anarchistic adventurers who 
prefer curtate actions bocaaao 
they art Illegal aro oaly the 
flip aide of tbo same cola, aad 
neither oaa to a legitimate 
hair to tba rovototlonary 
tradition. Simply because both 
tea done las still allow tbo 
actuality of tba too to retain 
It* togltlmacy to tba eyas of 
those that upheld tba tow aad 
more Importantly la tba eyas 
who refuse ta be restricted by 
It rather than break It. 


fit is Indeed UuoSr that anarch 
tt of Red Action, orgaotoalton 
LsnWUet theory are. by the* < 


teMMl la product < 


as laatoklltoa or LougbaU aa a 
Justification la Itself, for their 
consistent condemnation of tba 
moot direct sad simple tactic 
o( tbom all - armed struggle. 
Of course, if yoa choose aot 
to sued with tbo Republican 
movement against tbs common 
qoaaiy than by default yoa aro 
party to a collaboration that 
helps r •'In force tbs common 
front sponsored by tba 
capitalist class against tbs 
revototioaary nationalism of 
tba IRA. 

Similarly, If aay organisation lo 
ooastotonUy reluctant to adopt 
direct tootles whoa faced by 
fascist aggression, while It Is 
possible that aay alternative 
tootle to preferred daa to 
physical fear, la reality tba 
lastlaotual choice of aay 
alternative tactic Is dictated 
principally by tta inevitable 
Illegality of tba simple aad 
direct act. 

While tba marxiet by aama but 
raforaitot by saturu bold fact 


far anrvhluiy then 


■Whan total eommuntot 
fearlessness with regard to the 
state and tba law to present 
tbo law and Its calculable 

consequences aro ao greater 
(If also ao nmaltor) Importance 
than any other asternal fact 
of Ufa with which It to 
naosoenry to reckon wbar 
deciding upon any courts of 
action. Tbs risk of brooklet 
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1 VMroeoisvro .faction for Ihoro to •foro.cndJOuthf 
tmutmy .Itod Action.you* ncruK* wiBnasdoMday. 
to b. persuaded Mo the rank* of e towduUoMf/ 
Brtttoh rnti u n til Party, whmty ihc dWa tu w a a of 
MActiaUaffraach cm he weBM to U» profundity 

of Laaiitot lhaory Mm that happy day arrive. 
Brltalna revolutionary youlli wM Mad to ba ronvtorod 


detractorti from the Leninist 



ma h m a n a r y ptaato . and la net mmfran totoiartual 
to product of our unlwalty campuaaa 


bat this birdl* makaa thorn ■ 
revolutionary unit.* 
Purtharmora. it should ba 
added that the principle of 
damocratic cantraliim ia not 


tha law ahoald not ba regarded 
any differently than tha rink 
of mtnalni a train connect ion 
whan on an Important 
Joaraay." 

Aa revolutionaries in Ireland 
will tall you. 'tha armad 
struggle ia not a holy oow a - 
it la a tactic. So proparly 
ragardad tha quaationa of 
legality and Megallty for 
communlata ia Britain raducaa 
Itaalf to a mare question of 
tactice where tha egenta of 
tha atata. tndaad tha atata 
Itaalf, ia aaan merely aa a 
power factor to ba reckoned 
with which haa no Inherent 
natural right to determine our 
setiona. 

Ireland la the lltmua teat for 
revolutionaries. Tha uee of 
phyaical force ia tha lltmua 
teat for anti-faectota. Par all 
Brltiah revolutionaries worthy 
of the name tha two iaauae - 
tha employment of phyaical 
foroa In reeponae to faaciat 
aggraaalon and tha provision of 
political aupport for tha uee of 
force agalaat tha atata really 
belong together - are In fact 
related, are la fact bound up 
In an indlvlatble dialectical 
uaity. 

The adoption and 

Implementation of thla 
approach to tactica, 
automatically provide! a vital 
flaiibllity, but ia indtapeneeble 
la raining tha revolutionary 
conaciouaneaa of working claee 
youth. 

It liber a tea tha working claaa 
from aa laatiactiva conformity 
with tha atatua quo: ia a 
rejection of our former 
subeervieace and acceptance of 
the capitalist atata aa tha oaly 
natural anvlroamaat, and ao 
provides tha vital contribution 
to complete tha comprehensive 
self’education of aay 
revolutionary (regardless of 
daao origin or aay other 
qualifications, real or 
Imaginary). 

So whan Wachla com meats, 

"To tha revolutionary left it 
must be said: by our Jail 
sentences must we ba Judged*, 
though leaviag himself open to 
charges of 'romanticism 1 he Is 
•till right It ia not Jest a 
simple case 0 / 'vulgar macho 
poeturiag' as our mutual 


If a revolutionary movement la 
ever to ba built la Britain, 
than to become and remain 
effective, the law will have to 
ba broken. If tha law ia 
broken than activists wUI end 
up In JaU. Aa stated before, 
It la not tha flouting of tha 
law that Is in Itaalf Important, 
with tha decision token on tha 
basis of eipediency but also 
tha attitude of tha law 
breakers to it. Neither ia 
there aay 'merit or street 
cred' associated with a prison 
aaatanca, being in thla case 
oaly a by product of political 
activity. 

Aay professional criminal or ia 
IUC parlance, ordinary decent 
criminal (ODC), oho having 
Infringed tha law and boon 
apprehended will naturally ba 
disappointed, but will also fool 
guilty without necessarily 
feeling aay remorse. This Is 
because ha understands that ha 
la being punished for braakiag 
the law ('fair cop guv') and 
that it la ao lean valid for him 
than for everybody ales, la the 
same way that mdat vlllalaa if 
they vote, vote for the perty 
of law'a order. 

Revolutionaries by oontraat, 
whose Ideology is itaalf a 
rebellion against tha legitimacy 
of the eiistlng order, and tha 
action Itself being consistent 
with the ultimate aim, who 
have confidence la their moral. 
Intellectual and political 
superiority, may feel 
disappointment. but feel 
neither guilt nor remorse. 
Fascists/loyalisto who are being 
punished by tha very state 
they sought inopportunely to 
strengthen, are prone to doubt, 
ooefusloa and fear (a 
considerable factor during 
Interrogation). 

So if 'revolutionary 
consciousness' is the key 
ingredient, If It is not 
Instinctive, it can ealy develop 
from the practice of 
implementing revolutionary 


concept of the party Is and * ortl » ** «rttten 

always has been a disdain for •* l * forced from the 

theories that Interpret the »•■<■<"•■«■» ••"•ce of 

world ia various ways, bat who ■■rilam - revolutionary 
era unwilling or unable to iCll0Bl 
change It. Either the 'oorroct W • P«*y consist of a 
theory' Is sot Implemented, or hierarchy of superior beings, 
one ia constructed that renders ■*> ortfir b t toon* but 
change untenable, unnecessary strict all activity to 
or unwelcome. mundane propaganda work, 

■If you want knowledge you than **«• »• “« »•* for "•> 
mast take part in chaaglag oobealon or aay lataraal 
reality*. (Mao Tea Tung) democracy. Blind faith, spiced 


restrict all activity to 
mundane propaganda work, 
then there is no need for reel 
cohesion or aay internal 
democracy. Blind faith, spiced 


Aa a result of displaying aa b * •* *■***«•■«• caa 

unerring scourscy for the soft phased off as the 

option, reality and the left, hPPropriate relationship 

the left and the working class, the membership and 

are but distant cousins. Akin iMdhrahlp. A kind of 

to sea eiperts who produce 'gaatlemeo's agreement' ia 

volumes on the correct sesual struck which ia baaed oa 

techniques, but who in private oomplate trust. It attracts 
admit they find the Idee of «*• type of recruit that will 


actual Intercourse abhorrent. 
Like charlatans ia any other 
field, they 'discover' old 
theories but because they are 


dutifully propagate 'the party 
line' based on the Implicit 
understanding that he/aha will 
never be asked to risk 


not personally involved in the anything (Ue. career, lifestyle, 

business of changing reality, freedom) worthwhile other 

they are unable to add than perhaps, bis Integrity or 

anything new, or eves aspire self-respect, 

to advance beyond that which In a reciprocal fashion It Is 

Is already known. _ _ perfectly clear to the 


Must ww rely on Irtah natlonaltote to coma to (he British 
mtontand to plant Incendiary dsvtese outside BrMteh 
Army recruitment offlcaa? Aiw ww British loo cMhaad 
to conduct tha rrmlutJonary .(niggle In such a man 
n*r?ArwHwMjgaatyW loyal Communtoto too comma tod 
to paettoasantary dMorracy to rmon to auch-baitMnc 

caplalnad ora bomb in the BrtUah mainland to worth 
one hundred military targets In Ihc ata count te. yet 
eUllwe hide behind our IhaorwUcaT polemic of Sovfet 
pollute of tha IMOS and IBXTa Shall wv enter the 
new ml&enlum producing anil more of the tame? For 
all thew denunctatlona aI Lenin lam and their die tain 
for theory a la the oomradaa of Rad Action that aeem 1 

the (evolutionary left It mual be aald: By our JaU 
aentoncea ao shall we be Judged! 


practice verify end develop the 
truth. Start frtm perceptual 


it tote a ratieeei knowledge. 


abje c tive world.* (Mao Tee 

Tung) 

80 at best Wechla'i assessment 

of Red Action. Is flswnd In 
that st best, he can only be 
half right as bis conclusion Is 
clearly In conflict with the 
Initial iatroduetioa. 


Red Action'! alleged "disdain 
for theory* or ear "leek of 


during Nachla acknowledges, the 
orthodos defence of 
lutionary democratic centralism, 
m key • trite regurgitation of the 

it not principle Itself, devoid of any 

develop recognition of development and 
* of changs." 

utioaary Democratic centralism ns 
•greed by the priests of 
ihrowgh ortbodosy Is ths tool by whloh 
through the revolutionary programme 
stop the can be upheld against Internal 
roaptsnl as well as asternal enemies." 
ineslep Criticism could be tolersted 
uw ledge, only as long •• It does eot 
rational come ieto conflict with the 
y pida "revolutionary Internet". 
m to "The rub was that ell too 
tive and often (an omniscient leadership 
■0 Tee bordering on a faction) ruled 
such criticism out of order and 
esiment sgalnit the revolutionary 
iwed in Interest." 

only be Wechla also accepts that the 
usloe is root of the problem It not 
Ith the mechanical but Intellectual. 

■It Is perfectly conceivable 
that a local football club could 
"disdain arraagu itself along Impeccable 
lack of lines of democratic centralism, 


m 


m 


MW STRIKE TO 
BREAK THE 

^ tax! am* 


[in on advanced itat« of tt>oor#t1cal 
and organisational disorder 


leadership that ones such a 
bargain it struck, revolutionary 
demsndi could nuvur again bu 
countenanced for four of losing 
tbs ontlrs msmbershlp, who 
would If the bargain was 
broken. Indignantly defect. 

In unravelling the true 
relationship between things and 
phenomena it is always 
necessary to distinguish 
between word and deed, 
appearance and essence. 
Accordingly It should not 
surprise as to learn that those 
with the greatest oostempt for 
revolutionary practice, may still 
find It eseful (for ths purpose! 
of recruitment) to use the 
language of a revolutionary. 

The day to day tasks of • 
revolutionary group make tenia 
only within the long term 
perspective of revolution and. 
more Important from the 
dialectical point of view, the 
revolution Is not Just the 
result of onu act but of all 
the acts which prepare the 
objective and subjective 
condition! of the socialist 
society. 

Bevlsionlsts and opportunists 
ere characterised by their 
willingness to sacrifice the 
final goal, to violate any 
principles, to naffer any 
humiliation to nelt the 
practical needs of tha moment. 
It Is obviously Important for 
all the saplrants to the 
vanguard role In Britain that 
the final goal Is never 
formally abandoned, but 
neither Is It seceessry. They 
•Imply follow the advice given 

to the 'honest' reformist 
Bdunrd Bernstein by the 
leadership of the Oerman RDF 
in 1 IM. 

"My Bear IBs. Whet yea 
•eggeet in eot formally 



preferred ia ■ way that le 
practice reiaforoes the 
stability of the system. 


revolettoeary perty BletaneB by the eeeBn of the 

distinguishes Itself from the struggle to bo token, the 
bogus, the bourgeois, the ooaseqeeeoee of Me owe BeoBs 

opportunist, by the greeter Artvae M on." (Mars) 
demands made by the perty oa >• it nspected of tbe mass of 


Its individual members. 
And If the activity of 


tbe people to acknowledge at 
seme unforeseen point, that 


member is eitended to every tbe supproeeioo of the workers' 
area of work, if every deciaioe | press, of tbe right to strike, 



by the party muet result In 
actions, and these actions by 
their very netere have 
appreciable, phyaical, legal or 
moral risks for the 
membership, then there will be 
ao hesitation In siposlng any 
flews la the strategy. Doubts 
will bs voiced and strategies 
or tactics held up to ths light 
sod scrutinised. It also 
follows that If the strategy Is 
not comprehensible, If what's 
being proposed Is not clearly 
understood by the membership, 
then It Is unlikely to be 
adopted, and even If adopted. 
Implemented unevenly and 
without conviction. 

While the entire membership 
decide on policy and strategy* 
It must be loft to tbe elected 
leader 'up to decide within 
these parameters day to day 
tactics. 

Once the proper relationship 
between the elected leadership 
and ths active membership Is 
established, democracy and 
centralism are not contrary - 
the latter la necessary, the 
former Indispensable. 

It must never be forgotten 
that the vanguard party of the 
vanguard class Is essentially a 
combat party, and as such, the 
principal weapon against the 
capitalist order: "the weapon 
It nothing but the essence of 
the combatants themselves." 
(Hegel) - 


ortho right of association sod 
aeeembly, the censorship of 
their owe opinions, to be 
entirely consistent with the 
pursuit of tbuir own class 
Interests! NoT Then who 
decides? Above all. who Is to 
determine wbea ia the 
'revolutionary Interest' It has 
bocome necessary to substitute 
totalitarianism for democracy? 
In contrast to the reformist 
views of social democracy, the 
true dialectic of eoclal change 
Is not through a majority to 
revolutionary tactics, but 
through revolutionary tactics 
to e majority. It therefore 
follows that any tactic that 
seeks to rele In or Inhibit the 
development towards the 
enfranchisement of the 
Immense majority, can be 
nothing but • reactionary 
reversal: 


or It la quite soon throws 
backward, boitaB Its feeble 
point of departure and 

rwvolntioa." (Rosa Lusamburg). 
Once the revolution cosset to 
advance. It begins to retreat. 
The retreat signals that the 
counter revolution hat In fact 
begun. 

The self-emancipation of the 
working cleat it a declaration 


I But If Ihc sharp theoretical crtUctonw by Mara, Engela 
and LnWi towards Bakunin and the Russian Narodniks 
arw adll relevant then Red Action • anarrhtoUr approach 
cannot atone lew* to auccaea Rad Actions Inability or 
unwillingness to. **«|Mtotot a Bviy Oatow to 

eaeem, *wtocfto nftaw*Was. Wacaatoudf*Stoataaaae 
parapton ' (of which they have no ahortagel ' ..itiMrdnf 
s» *cea eto aaWeaes Sto enatoi efowitoq sw hto ear atotoq 
Mena-WetorphaseptoaatMwtatoaWtea—tola- 
rvtubly forging an Impotence every tot a powerful aa 
that created by Proletarian. 


I have focuaacd on these two organlaaUona. Rad Action 
and Proletarian, becauae In aomr aenac they represent 
two poke of Ihc one problem. While Red Action aroma 
content to UralloW on the binges of the Ant eta* of 
cognitive development wtlh Utile apparent Interval to 
raising themselves to a theoretical plain. Proletarian | 
now deAinctl sought to Jump immediately into tha 
rarefied air of -puff logic without Brat having dirtied 
their boots to the real world of sensory perception. 


While nnver openly abendonleg 
revolutionary objectives, 

opportunist methods end 
tactics am automatically 


While Wschln sees the need to 
reassess ths relationship 

between membership and 

leadership, paradoxically he 
appears happy with the equally 
shallow orthodox defence of 
the relationship between perty 
and class. 

in 'Bureaucracy la Context', 
which also appears In 'Open 
Polemic', John Stanley Insists 
that, "ws need to recognise 
that the dictatorship of ths 
proletariat oan taka a variety 
of democratic and even 
totalitarian forms." 

If the term 'dictatorship of 
the proletariat' Is to have any 
contemporary meaning, other 
than as a coda word to 
distinguish one of them from 
'oae of se*. thee It caa oaly 
mean the escluslve rele of tbe 
Immenee majority (with oely 
the exploltere deprived of their 
political rifhts) In pursuit of 
thulr own Internets. 

■An seen as It In tinea ep. a 


society era ooaoeatinted finds 


that we no longer wish to 
nerve aa instruments, to • fight 
for ao masters, not new 

masters. 

The advocates of an Ideology, 
who unlike Msrx, put no trust 
la the Intellectual ability of 
the class, who anticipate, that 
at tome stage decreed by 
them, the role of the Immenee 
majority will have to be 
subverted end replaced by the 
more enlightened rule of a 
minority, that tbe revelsttoe 

destroyed, ere forgieg an 

Impotence as great at any 
reformist as they themselves 
cen never be trusted by the 
class. 

A worker who fails to 
compressed whet the 
dictatorablp of the botsrgeotete 
to la essence all aboet. to 
clearly no revolutionary. A 
revolutionary who fells to 
compreheed whet ths 
dictatorship of the proletariat 
to la essence all about to 
ourtsloly no marxtot. 
























WHO FEARS TO SPEAK, 


During • trip to Dublin Into 
lant your, I decided to tnko 
tfen opportunity to visit 
Kllmalnham Jell, nmoogtt tbn 
Inhabitant* of which had boon 
ton laadars of ton till lontor 


Innidn Its (rounds Thn jail, 

aftor hard work by voluntaars, 
bn* boon turood Into a museum 
which display* many of tot 
colls nod ortofacts used by Its 
famous Inmates, because of 

toes* In mates, the displays, 
and obvious sense of history. It 
was a worthwhile visit. It was 
also worthwhile If ooly to 
eiperlenco toe enormous 
amount of revisionism and 
censorship which is the 

hallmark of toe twenty-six 
county, Irish 'Free State'. No 
want as a guided tour of the 
Jell for soma II - M minutes, 
visiting the cells, escape 
routes etc of many of toe 
loading lepubUcaas who wars 
captured fighting for the ISA 
during toe 'Tsa War', without 
the guide once mentioning the 
letters l-S-AI The same 
applied to the video shown. 

Thin revision lam has recently 
been brought to thu fore with 
toe 71th anniversary of the 
111! Bastor Rising. The Proa 

itste government has found 
Itself la the ludicrous position 
of actually attempting to 


reference* to the vary avoat 
tost was to give birth to Its 

own eilatence. 


ceremony outside the GPO la 
Dublin. This was In stark 
contrast to toe nationwide 
celebrations It conducted la 
INI on the 50th anniversary 
of too Uatag, which was a 
very patriotic, almost Quasi* 
republican affair; hot was of 
course all safe bluff and 
bluster as toe Nationalists la 
the Sis Counties bad not yet 
begun to assert themselves, as 
they ware to do a few months 
later. Since IMS and the re- 
emergence of toe Republican 
movement la Ireland, upects 
of history such as that of 111! 
show up obvious contradictions 
la too vary esietoece of toe 
Proa State itself and have, for 
this reason, become ostremely 
embarrassing for the 


chairperson for toe "Reclaim 
toe Spirit" Initiative, artist 


on toe Irish. 



Ha added. 

*1 felt that 


ICA comrades had "throwa la 
their lot" with the nationalist, 
Irish volunteers; however, as 
the following quota clearly 
Illustrates, ha was under no 
Illusions, 




Jaeses Connolly 
IMb-ltlt, 

After Slaa Pals took toe lead 
by forming what was meant to 
be a broad-based campaign 
called toe "Reclaim the 
Spirit of Raster lilt* 
committee, aader the slogan of 
■Nho fears to spaak^of Raster 
Neekr* to promote toe 
commemoration of the Rising; 
revisionists and apologists for 
the Proa Stats la the madia 

have bean forced to respond, 
declaring that there is no link 
between toe rebels of 111! 
sad the IRA of today. 

Due to this media coverage, 
toe government found Itself la 
a position where It had to 
respond in some way, and held 
a decidedly low key military 


was not so m et hi ng to ha proud 
of." 

It must be said though, that of 
all too figures involved lo the 
uprising. It Is Connolly who 
provokes the moat oootroversy. 
James Connolly, born in 
Edinburgh la ISIS, dedicated 
his life to the socialist and 
labour causa, and his writings 
are still regarded as some of 
toe greatest produced by any 
Irish revolutionary socialist 
loader. He has been 
consistently attacked by many 
of the 'left' as turning his 
back on his manist beliefs 
when ha took part la toe 
Beater Rising (a mainly 
nationalist affair) as 
attempting to swap armed 
nationalist rebellion, for mass 
working class action. But at 
the time, Connolly, along with 
Europe's first workers' militia, 
toe Irish Citison Army (formed 
to provide armed protection 
for workers lavolved la strike 
action) saw the period of 
tima, whan there was a World 
War, wide opposition to 
conscription, support for Home 
Rule, and large scale Industrial 
unrest; aa a tima whan their 
actions might be the spark 
that Ignited too powder keg of 
people's anger on a nationwide 
scale. 

It la true that Connolly and his 


socialist republic your of forts 
will be to vale." 

Connolly wasn't 'perfect', and 
must by no moans be glorified 
nor his mistakes glossed over. 
However, his assertion of too 
primary role of the working 
class and socialism amongst all 
aspects of toe nationalist 
revolution, his clear refection 
of any deals with the 

capitalists over subjects such 
as partition, and his foresight 
regarding the rebellion aro just 
soma of his contributions that 
toe working class 

internationally, but especially 
In Ireland and Britain should 
be eternally grateful for. His 
Judgement regerdlng the 
rebellion (despite a gap that 
he had not originally 
envisaged, before toe people 

rote) was proven to have been 
correct, as his execution along 
with that of 14 others and toe 
eventual return of the 
prisoners Involved In the 
rebellion was Indeed to prove 
to be the catalyst that brought 
about matt support for Sinn 
Fein and the newborn IRA In 
their war against toe British 

during toe early twenties, who 
were forced to hand over the 
Twenty-tli counties which now 
constitute the Irish 'Free 
State'. 

So who are the rightful, 
reeent-day inheritors of 


thoee events in 1111 and toe 
traditions of James Connolly? 
Sinn Fein, through their paper. 
An Fhoblecht/Republican Newt, 
rightfully claim that the 
tradition of toe Irish 
Volunteers Is being carried on 
today la toe form of toe 
guerrilla campaign being waged 
by the Provisional IRA. They 
have rightfully Identified the 
gross theoretical gymnastics 
being performed by toe 
apologists for the state In both 
the media, and political parties 
such as Fianna Fall, Flenna 
Oael, Labour party. Workers 
Party etc etc. they also 
launched a scathing attack on 
toe Trade Union and Labour 
movements actions after the 
death of Connolly up to toe 
present day, citing how It had 
failed to come out for Irish 
self-determination and had 
abandoned toe national 
question. This being true. It 
must also be recognised 
however, that the continuing 
failure of Sinn Fein Itself, to 
place the social Issue up 
alongside that of the national 
question wIU have disastrous 
consequences for the long-term 
development of the liberation 
struggle, which waa Illustrated 
In dramatic fashion with their 
poor showing daring toe last 
Free State elections. 

During the present phase of 
the struggle, one of the few 
leaders to emerge who has had 
the vision to effectively 
combine the Importance of the 
national and the social 
questions In the Connolly 
tradition, has been Seamus 
Costello, who waa tragically 
gunned down by supporters of 
the Workers Party In 1977. 
The party he left behind and 


MAJOR’S OBITUARY 


The Poll Tas has already 
steamrollered one Tory Prime 
Minister; there Is now a good 
chance that It wUI demolish a 
second. The government has 
announced toe death of the 
Poll Tas; political 

commentators have written Its 
obituary. Ueforteaataly. whoa 
toe Tories organised the 
funeral, toaro wee no body In 
ton oof fie. They have had It 
carefully embalmed and 
preserved within the new 
proposals for a form of 
property tea. within the new 
tas, there are two components, 
a property tas aod an 
amputated vettioe of tae'pet 
heed 1 element to be levied at 


a flat rate - that Is, a Poll 
Tas. Instead of toe flat rate 
being levied on all adults 
regardless of Income, there Is 
to be an arbitrary assumption 
built la to the new tas to the 
effect that each household 
contains two people; households 
with only a single tenant will 
receive a 25% rebate. For the 
majority of households 
therefore, the revised 'personal 
element' will be 59% Instead 
of 199% under the Poll Tas. 
The other 50% in the com of 
the typical household, will be 
raised by the new form of 
property tea. Applying tome 
simple arithmetic it appears 


that people living slone will 
now pay 75% of the new tas, 
and couples 100%, La. 50% 

each. It follows that too 
'personal olemeot', La. toe 
Poll Tas ole moot, will for 


Importaat factor - net the akae 
of tike property they Uve In or 
toe also of their laoome. The 
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The tas will be property 
banded aod so 'related* to 
wealth, but thoee la toe top 
bend will pay no more than 
approslmately twice as much 
at thoee In the lowest band. 
Thoee living la stately homes 
will be reassured to know that 
they will pay no more than 
twice aa much at thoee living 
in toe tiniest bedsit. The top 
band ends at £190,000 so that 
the esceedlngly rich remain 
unmolested. The single 
millionaire will pay toe same 
as a couple living on a pension 
la some Inner-city rathole. 
In case the srtstocrscy's 
confidence In the government 
should still be shaken, the 
Tories have announced a 
special 'transitional relief 
scheme whieh will tarvtt 
public money in toe form of 
rebates ooly to those who leeo 
at a result of the abolition of 
toe Foil Tas. Such people will 
ooly be the very wealthiest, 
living In the most lavish 


_ __ central 

constructing, the Irish 
Republican Socialist Party, 
have at times, (when not rivea 
with Internal disputes or lack 
of political leadership, clertty 
or vlaloa) attempted to keep 
that tradition alive. Whether 
they will be able to do so, 
llvoa the en ormo us odds 
stacked against them, remains, 
as we have said before, to be 
teen - though we wish them 
well. 

What cannot be la doubt, 
however, Is that the Irish 
struggle la crying out for a 
development la the 

revolutionary politics of that 
struggle that U every bit as 
forceful and dynamic aa that 
of toe military campaign being 
waged, principally, by the IRA. 
Only the fell Integration of a 
socialist/communist perspective 
Into that struggle will, we 
believe, offer the way through 
the present Impasse In the 
politicel situation. 

So where do the 'left' la both 
Ireland and Britain figure in 
all of this? Aa a Red Aotion 
supporter In Dublin, who has 
worked consistently on the 
Issue of antl-eitradltlon 
pointed out in a letter to 
AP/RN, while, 

"there la aa urgent need to 
revamp toe whole extradition 
campaiga_Jts a pity that the 


as much time ead 


they do trying to sell their 
papers, ha else a pity that 




oppof *•* *rtlc 

And there lies the key; It Is 
only through principled, 
consistent and above all 
practical work, that the 
politics and Ideas of socialist 
activists will be given any 
respect or currency amongst 
the Republican movement and 
Its supporters. 

The same has to be said lo 


Britain sboat such groups aa 

toe Socialist Workers Party, 
who printed aa article entitled, 
"la this toe way to beet the 
Tories?" after toe death of HP 
lan Gow at the hands of an 
IRA oar bomb. Well, well, 
just es the IWP/Labour party 
were about to be swept to 
power and give toe lrtsh beck 
their Sis Counties, toe nasty 
old IRA go and muck 

everything upll Is it any 

surprise, that given this type 
of bullshit and toe fact that 

thanks to the likes of the 

SWP, toe Irish people have 

fought almost single handedly 
for toe lest 29 years, that 
many In toe struggle are 

eitremely cynical about the 
politics, motivations and 

ambitions of the left? 


e this the way to 
at the Tories? 

Socialist Worker after M.P. 

| lan Cow's execution. 

The violence of the IRA/INLA 
la the voice of an oppressed 
people aod a direct attack on 
the Interests of our own ruling 
classes, and It Is for that 
reason that a successful 
conclusion to the war lo 
Ireland Is the key to our own 
self-emancipation In Britain; 
that Red Action stnnda fully 
behind tbelr action*. 

It Is also why, on the 76th 
anniversary of those 
momentous events in Dublin, 
and the 10th anniversary of 
the supreme sacrifice made by 
the '91 hunger strikers, that 
Red Action has been working 
to bring about the eilatence of 
an anti-imperialist coalition, to 
coordinate the efforts of all 
those In Britain who are 
working for tbs self- 
determination of the Irish 
People. We urge you to join 
us In attempting to achieve its 
success. 


JOIN 

RED ACTION 



properties. Three or more 
people living in a mansion will 
therefore be paying leu per 
heed than one person living In 
a council flat. Because the 
personal or Poll Tax element 
has been retained, the absurd 
principle that people should 
pay a tax even when they 
have no Income at all la 
preserved. For example, In 
households where one partner 
looks after the kids and the 
other works, both pay toe tax. 
This was perhaps the single 
moat resented feature of toe 
Poll Tax • and It has been 
retained to placate the fury of 
the Tory right wing who 
oannot bear to see the poor 
not being punished for their 
poverty. The transparent 
dutre to protect the rich has 
resulted In toe dlamlual of a 
straightforward property tax In 
favour of a half-baked dog's 
dinner. 

The panic stricken 
snnouncement of the £149 
ubsidy from central funds 
announced during the budget 
does nothing to alleviate toe 
harshneu and reactionary 
nature of toe tax. On toe 
contrary - the millionaire will 
receive toe full £149 rebate. 
7*t those on Income Support 
or the pensioner will reeeive 
ooly a fraction of tola amount. 

CONTINUED PAGE 7 - 


ftrd Action it aa orgaaltal 
pJepir lo work for Ihe furl 
Socialism. Membership I* 
political print pic* and pay 
member hat an equal vole 
descision*. 


ion founded by working riatt 
IKeriny of the route of 
open to all who accept our 
a weekly subscription Every 
oa all Red Action polks and 


not entitle you lo tote, but 

1. A free tubtrripiion lo ll 

2. A regular internal newt* 

informed of what is going < 

3. Notification of any Red 
The cost for tbit it (SB for 
Subscriptions lo the paper i 
The cm* it (3 pound* for 
producing a paper is a very 
are always very grateful for 


I do not with lo become a 
i supporting member. This doe* 
you wUI receive 

the newspape r 
letter tbst wW keep you 
on in the organisation 
I Action activities in your area. 


arc still asaMaMc separately, 
ten issues Please remrmber that 
I uneconomk business and we 
r any donation*, and especially 
t tab* extra copies lo ted. 


AR cheques and postal orders should be ^aadc payable 

BM BOX 37, LONDON 
_W C1N 3XX _ 

GLASGOW MO ACTIOU 
P.O. BOX 22S 
GLASGOW 012 SOB. 

CONTACTS AVAILABLE IN: 
COLCHESTER, MANCHESTER, DUBLIN. 
LIVERPOOL, VIA LONDON BM BOX No. 

















democracies. This Idea is 
particularly associated with tha 
■•me of Francis Fukuyama, aa 
Amaricaa historian, who got aa 
aaormoaa amount of madia 
mllaago oat of tha Idaa about 
a yaar ago. Aa Mr Fukuyama 
baa aow found oat following 
tka Oalf War. a yaar la a to* 
time la blatory, and It la aow 
apparaat that, contrary to kla 
thaala, aa aatlraly aww 
hlatorlcal ara la only )oat 
baglaaiag la tha format 
Stalinist itataa. Including 
luaaia. Aa Man aaaartad 199 



With thla la miad, aad 
following artlclai la racaat 
adltlona of lad Action on tha 
llkaly conaaquancaa of tha 
conversion of Stalinist 
cantrally-cofltroliad aoonomiaa 
Into dynamic capltaliat 
coacarna with happy workara 
drinking Coca-Cola, tha lad 
Action looaomlc Corraapoodaat 
haa kapt a kaan aya on 
prograaa ao far. 

Raadara will racall that tha 
downfall of tha Commualat 
Nrty aad tha proapact of 
free-market capitalism within 
tha Kaatarn Bloc was halted as 
a Naw Dawn by Wsstarn 
politicians aad tha prasa allka. 


a natwork of coercive 
bureaucracies, now saaka to 
rataln his privileges as tha 
boss of a privatised firm. Tha 
Stalinist bacomas a social 
democrat; tka party congress 
bacomas a parliament. But 
tha petition of tha working 
class ramatns unchanged: still 
deprivad of power and still 
without an effectlvs 
democratic voioe and with 
worse conditions and fewer 
Jobs. Tha true nature of 
Eastern Buropaan, or as It was 
sometimes called, "actually 
existing socialism”, la 

demonstrated by tha way In 
which ona system of class- 
exploltatlon has been 

exchanged, almost 

Imperceptibly la social terms, 
for another. It Is appareot 
that western capitalism and 
East European 'socialism* did 
not represent contradictory 
socle l/polltlcal systems and 
ideologies after all. The most 

i MJMkWOmAf — — — A — A_ 

nponin ciarKtirvuc of 

both Is that they depend on 

of the wort tag clean by a 
ruling elite and their ohss- 




emergence ef at 

life-forma aaoi 


frame wort ef the gtertooa 

capitalist liberation. la 

economic terms. It was 
assarted that It was far more 
likely that such countries as 
Poland would face tha proapact 
of becoming not naw West 
Cermaays or Japans, but naw 
Columbian or Porus, or. If they 
ware vary lucky, new Taiwans. 
That Is, tha countries of tha 
Eastara Bloc will serve as 
sources of cheap labour and 
raw materials to the West (an 
old-fashioned colonial 

relationship baaed on 
deindustrialisation), or etport 
cheap manufactured goods oa 
tha baste of a higbly-skllted. 
low coat labour force. A 
certain amount of 

disillusionment with the saw 
capitalist mechanisms was 
predicted. Tha expectations of 
tha propagandists have bean 
confounded at tha outsat by 
the re oteettaa of communist 
regimes In Albania, Bulgaria, 
Serbia aad beneath a light 
disguise, lomania. 

Elsewhere, we can also be 
fairly sura that this prediction 
has been confirmed. The 
current Polish government, 
with Its newly-elactad 
President Lech Walesa, was tha 
first and most enthusiastic la 
rejecting tha Stalinist modal 
and embracing capitalism. Tha 


Polish Presidential elections 
proved a fares with Walesa 
being suspected ef a strong 
Interest In resurrecting the 
traditions of personal, 
authoritarian. right-wing 
government that existed In 
Poland before the war. He 


Aotetar Marshal Plteedski la 
hln office. Walesa himself has 
already exploited tha new 
wave of anti-semltism that baa 
emerged since the overthrow 
of the old Stalinist regime, 
calling for what bo terms 
•true Poles* (la not Jews) to 
take power; his manifesto Is 
for s return to a Nationalist. 
Catholic Poland. Walesa's 
only rival was a certifiable 
businessman from Canada with 
a shady past. Less than 59\ 
of Poles turned out to vote In 
what had become a 
meaningless charade with a 
barely discernible democratic 
oontaat. Tha hopes for a oew 
freedom and popular 
democracy have already been 
exploded. 

•Solidarity*,having propagated 
the Idea of a 'limited' 
revolution, has become a state 
Institution with Its leadership 
at each others' throats In tha 

struggle for power. Its 

membership has slumped from 
IB million at the lest Congress 
to 2 million now. More 
worrying la the leek of 

democratic structures and 
organisations within Polish 
political Ufa. It does not 
require any extraordinary 

degree of political foresight to 
see that an authoritarian 
political structure la being 
constructed to preside over 
market forces, which will 
eventually replace the old 
Stalinist authoritarian structure 
which presided over a central 
oommaod economy. The 
liberation of tha Polish working 
class Is still far off. 

The Fellah economy has beee 
ooevortad from a stagnant 
backwater tele a flsmlsi soon. 


Prices in lilt rose by 7*9%. 
Basic Items such as bread rose 
IS-fold In price. As part of 
the IMF deal with Poland, tha 
huge govarament subsidies for 
food and other essentials have 
been withdrawn. Food prices, 
and those of other essentials, 
have rocketed. leal wages 
have dropped by 41% la a few 
months. Industrial output la 
down by 30\. Unemployment 
has risen from 1.000 In 
December 1111 to one miiUon 
and climbing. Workers at tha 
Odanak shipyard have been on 
strike against attempts at 
privatisation. 

The condition of Poland 
reflects that of all tha 
recently de-stallniaad regimes, 
Including lussla Itself. Tha 
teectre 0 f an artificial 
•famine* has rlsea In lussla 
due to the massive lndatlon In 
food prices - speculators sell 
only to those with money. In 
Hungary, previously subsidised 
food prices have shot up to 
surrealistic levels, threatening 
the pro-capitalist Centre-Right 
government - overall. Inflation 
stands at S0\ and may soon 
develop Into the hyper¬ 
inflation that Germany 
experienced In the 1829a. la 
Romania the chaos Is 
descending Into civil war 
between Romanian and 
Hungarian ethnic groups. In 
November test year, tha 
government put Romania on 
tha "fast-track* to capitalism, 
decreeing overnight price rises 
of up to 299\ coupled with a 
freese on wages - tha usual 
lop-sided form of 

"liberalisation*. This Is tha 
reality of tha "free market", 
tha supposed liberator of tha 
people. 

The 'moat favoured case 1 of 
the Meat. Rest Germany, 
hatching under the wing of the 
fleet Meat Gwen economy. 


to stabilise their own poetttoas. 

The legitimacy of 8tal!ntet 
ruling elites were opposed 
beyond the point whore even 
the most elaborate forms of 
security and repression could 
prevent the progressive 
disintegration of social and 
ecooomic equilibrium. For the 
ruling strata and their 
beneficiaries. a desperate 
conversion to the Ideologies of 
the market became tha only 
way In which their authority 
could be preserved. How 
swiftly aad sasily the apostles 
of "marxism" In tha Eastarn 
Bloc Communist Parties 
became born again capitalists! 
The former party man who 
managed his factory for the 
state which In return | 


The reaction of proaperous 
western capitalism to Its new¬ 
found poor relations Is one of 
parasitism and occasional petty 
charity. All tha trumped-up 
stories of eager western 
businessman pouriog money and 
opportunities Into re-vitalised 
eastern economies have 
vanished, being replaced by 
scornful descriptions of 
Incompetence, desolation and 
waste. With Britain and the 
US already In recession. W 
Germany facing the huge bills 
of reunification and a slowing 
economy, there will be no 
handouts or grandiose 
"Marshall Plans" such as 
regenerated western european 
capitalism after the war. 
Thare will be none of the 
promised bl-teeh, regenerating 



regeneration. East Germany 
has become nothing more than 
an impoverished captive 
market for the goods of West 
German buslaeesmen. Half the 
East German working 
population ara eapected to lose 
their Jobs during the current 
year. The market In other 
East Buropaan states for Bast 
Carman goods has vanished. 
Strikes, protests and 
demonstrations threiies to 
equal those that originally 
brought down the Stalinist 
regime. As one Minister said, 
■lest year's anti-socialist 
revotattoe la taming Into thin 
peer's social revotattoe.” Tha 
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The Cl 49 la therefore doaigaed 
by the governamat to target 
public money at the wealthiest 
sections of society. It Is a 

rebate that falls steeply In 
worth the Ism money you 
have. Moreover, It Is to be 
funded by another flat rata 
tax on goods, VAT, which once 
again hits those with least 
money hardest. It Is difficult 
to Imagine a more reactionary 
form of taxation than the Poll 
Tax bills for the forthcoming 
year will represent 
Incorporating as they do a 
rebate of this kind that can 
only be claimed If you are 
already relatively well-off - 
or to Imagine a more corrupt 
and desperate measure to bribe 
the better-off prior to an 
election. 

Yet the most Important 
Immediate fact to bo faced Is 
that the Poll Tax Is to be with 
us for at least a further two 
years. Tha government 'hope' 
that the new proposals will be 
Intorduced In 1993; councils 
have already said that this 
seems unlikely. The poorest 
seettoaa of society wfl 
continue to bo erimteeHaod for 
the crime el not bevies 


must therefore concentrate its 
mind on the realities of the 
next two, or maybe three or 
four, years. Our aim meet be 
to smash to Poll Ten so 
oompletoly that the 
■overnmeet's timetable 

tooomes academic. Thera Is a 
real prospect that an 
eooatoratot) campaign of non¬ 
payment will kick the Tories' 
strategy of compromise end 
delay from under them. The 
next practical task of the 
movement will be to defend 
and support those non-payers 
who will have warrants of 
commitment Issued against 
them by the courts and who 
may be facing JaU sentences. 
At the present time, It Is not 
clear how hard magistrates are 
prepared to go In. The 
biggest victory of the Anti- 
Poll Tax Unions so far has 
been to affectively defuse the 
Intimidation threatened by tha 
use of bailiffs. In forming 
anti-bailiff groups and most 
Important, In disseminating 
information concerning peoples' 
rights, the average bailiff 
profile haa so far been very 
low. It appears that relatively 
few cases or bailiffs strong- 
arming their way Into peopla's 
homes have been reported, 
while there are certainly a 
number of areas that the I 
bailiffs have Informed councils 
they will refuse to enter. 


i Ruropean goods are forbidden 
» free acoess to western 
> markets, western capital has 
1 »>aen guaranteed free 
l movement In aad out of the 
East - axcept that apart from 
tbs level of small-scale 
perasittem, it tea't moving. 
The severe political and social 
disintegration facing Eastern 
Europe will deter the Interest 
of those who would otherwise 
consider the poesibilities of 
exploiting a demoralised, low- 
wage workforce. In tha 
longer term, ecoeomically, as 
•all at politically. Eastern 
Europe la on Its way back to 
the conditions of the later-war 
period, when German. British. 
French and Italian companies 
controlled the area's mineral 
resources and agriculture, and 
prevented local Industrial 
development. As marxlata 
Insisted against the fatuous 
triumphalism that accompanied 
the overthrow of Stalinism, 
thsra Is a great deal of 
history left In the class 
struggle yet. 

However, not all is doom and 
gloom. lo Poland, sates of 
yuppie cars, Volks wagons and 
BMWs. are booming. The new 
capitalist class, though small, 
is prospering. The workers' 
sacrifices have not been In 
vain. And there Is soma good 
news for the thousands thrown 
out of work. As the Tories 
promised, new export 
opportunities for British 
expertise are materialising. 
Tbs Depart meat of 
Employment has been sending 
out officials to Poland to 
advlsa on solutions to the 
problems created by the new 
armies of unemployed. Britala 
to exporting UB 49a. Who said 
that the Tory economic 
miracle is over? 


to a change In tactics and 
direction. Vet the decision to 
scrap the Poll Tax in Its 
present form signals a cruolal 
leek of political will on the 
part of tha Tories. How this 
lack of will transmits Itself to 
the magistrates court In 
relation to Jalllngs still 
remains to be seen. Yet once 
igain, If the base of non- 
layment la to be destroyed, 
magistrates and the 
(pvernment behind them, will 
Hava to be prepared to go on 
s Jailing spree. A determined 
stand by Anti-Fell Tax Unions 
In support of aon-peyers In 
tbla situation, both iaskta aad 
ontatoe tan court*, will bo 
obeotetoly vital. 


before the court* to 


It Is true that the 
government's handling of the 
Poll Tax from the very 
beginning haa resembled a 
succession of scenes from a 
Carry On up the Poll Tax 
Christmas Panto, and that 
thera can't be many In the 
Anti-Poll Tax movement wll 
have failed to have had a good 
few laughs at the sheer 
Incompetence of It all. It still 
has to be remembered that It 
Is tha moat reactionary single 
piece of legislation that the 
Tories have Introduced; and 
that they are lar Irom giving 
up yet. We cannot afford to 
forgat that tha central aim of 
the Tories remains the 
destruction of publicly-funded 
local services and the 
traditions of local government 
that underpin them. The Poll 
Tex, for all Its savagery, for 
all the misery It has caused, 
has been only a means to that 
end. 

J* ••aenge to all Anti-poll 
Tax groepa aad r 


then Is a tot more work to be 
dowe before the prtedptas aad 
Fed Tex ara 
finally burled. THE 

CAMPAIGN OF NON-PAYMENT 
MUST CONTINUE! 
























































HELL A P* Emxow- four member* a 
5_T^ down h * ,r ‘"« • <***• They h*1 trawl ted 

*•" to London to at tack the Hand* Off Ireland march, 
hM couldht find It. Aa the explained thli to a ^ 
of likely lad* who had Joined the four at the table. There 
then followed two hour* of anecdote swapping and beck 
alapplnc and pint buying. During the conversation It was 
evident that the new comer* though at present unallgned 
were poaaibly even more radical than the fronton. As the 
evening wore on, the company was again reduced to four, 
where upon one of the likely lada enquired casually, •hew 
you ever heard of Red Actios?". Two boldy heads nodded 
eagerly and leaned forward In anticipation. "Why?". A 
pause- "cos yours talking to them". A pause pregnant 


with suapense while the penny d r opped. Without looking 
at each other the two fascists stood up end left the pub 
without another word at a speed the: would hew put 
Linford Christie to diame. 


Pint there le Cleveland, thee there 1s Rochdale - and sow 
the Orkneys. Is It tot ohvloea that there le somethiag 
seriously wrong with the way la which Social Service 
Depertmeats operate? At a recent meeting of the Social 
Workers professional body last week, they said that they mast 
treat the ekild'e welfare ns the paramount ooacern and that 
they didn't have the forensic skills to uooover the evideace. 
Mere, It would appear. Is the eras of the problem. Social 
workers mew lato action when (often vague) allegations ere 
made, not knowing or caring If there Is aey evidence to 
support them. Whst evidence there Is oftes border* oa the 
farcical, la the Orkeeys case, an elderly priest wltk s heart 
condition tad a colostomy beg was alleged to ksve repeatedly 
forced oklldres to commit soseal acts with him, oat la the 
open during the middle of • winter'* eight wltk the children’* 
parents looking on - le ■ latitude eioee to that of loelaedl 
The 'ritual music' accompanying these sots wee alleged, la a 
particularly sinister revelation, to have base provided - not 
by Bleok Sabbath. Oees and Roues or Judes Meet but by - 
Kylle Mleague! 


It is herd to believe that the Tories can elect as u leader 
someoee who tucks his shut Inside his underpants. This Is a 
prsotlee moot of us stoppod before we west to primary 
school. Besides this sartorial oddity, be seems to hew the 
most sppaltlog memory; he ces't remember bow masy 'O' 
levels be took nor how many he got. New aayooo who hne 
taken 'O' levels knows that they are something you Jest 
don't forget. After all. It takss 2 year's study to get them 
and then a 2-3 month wait for the rdeelta. This Is a process 
which Is hound to Imprint Itself oe your memory. It atoms 
that there may be more to It than this. Is 1MI, while 
|Foreign Secretary, Major phoned his old school and requested 
that his ssamlnatioo results should be pet la tbs County 
archives whers an 'Indefinite closure' has been put on them. 
However, there may be an Innocent eiplanatioe. Absent- 
mindedness apparently ruse la the family. Terry Major-Bell, 
the Prime Minister's brother, has disclosed that. "I've • bit 
of • grasshopper mlad. I tend to call my wife 'John* st 
times." What our ruedort demand to know, is, at whet times 
does Terry tike to Imoglae that kto wife It hit brother? 
ttaotly how small was that Irtstoe flat? Does this eooeuut 
(or the uppereutiy estranged relationship that now sstots 
between the brothers? Will 'Terrygata' topple the emteeeee 
■rtse? 


»M»o 2 A 
ncrtvtet to i 

In doing ao 


A former right-wing 


I | Here is s tale tstry for the Lynch for • low heirs. Whet 
Dally Telegraph 'British Justice thes would he the appropriate 
to the host la the world' sentence for fatoely 
competition. Sinn Pela imprisoning sti man for sixteen 

member Danny Morrison has years? Answsrs please, to 

roooetly been sentenced to 'Six' Michael Havers, George 
tight years for falsely 'my word Is sty bond’ Reed. 
Imprisoning informer Seedy 'Dr' Freak Shuts etc. 

•. TOLD YOU SO! 

"The mitatlvHto dismantle AparthtedJ does not represent 
I o change of heart on behalf of the ruling clam merely 
. | a c h ange of tactics". 

1 1 Rod Action issue no.S6.Fsb-Apr IBBO. 


"Aparthied rightfully cease to be regarded as 


oow see an apparent change of haart.bnt of course It's 

Ronnie Kaarils former head of Intelligence of the ANC's 
military vtngtUmkhomo we Sliwe).27/4/tl. 




U teal change of heart. The problem 
"Rad Action mew all la the deeet". 
— i —. *Yoa mean? No I mean they 
f nowhere*. Pointing to a drtnkii* 
table he went oa breathlessly for 
ha la Rad Action", lie then turned 


•MIkmw, ytm could he In fuckin’ Rad Action as welL" 
P«haps he's just being paranoid, but eetoas wa make all 
the atortea up. maybe he's got the right to be. 


The curious case of Christies Chapman begs msay questions 
of the Baca Relations industry. Ms Chapmen to l (armor 

Equal Opportunities officer with the Natioaal Onion of 
Teachers sad the headmistress of • mainly aslaa boys school. 
The only seel heedmtotraas la the ooeatry. She has base 
found geUty of racial discrimination by sit Industrial tribanaL 
The tribunal said, "there has bees no dlecrimlaatiee. racial or 
otherwise." Bo If this was the case, whet was she guilty of? 
Accordleg to the majority of the trlbesel (2-1) the 
eiplasatioe goes like tkto: "We sll think that Ms Chapmaa's 
conscious attitude to raee to Impeccable, bet two of es think 
that sub-consciously or snconsctoesly ska was affected by the 
fact that the applicant was black." 

So abet la nffnet has happened to that althoegh no evidence 
of racial dtocrlmlaatioe hat come to light, the members of 
the trlbesal looked Into ms Ckapmsa's heed sad found s 
couple of dodgy attitudes lurking aroend with latent and on 
that basin foead bar guilty. Ob marvtlloos - people who 
speod time promoting s healthy racial climate ere. wlthoet 
realising It. doing meetly the opposite! With logic such os 
this. It makes you loeg for tbs 'sanity' of • Sun editorial. 


"A lot of an felt vary uncomfortable when the orders 
came down to take the heat of the KGB and apply It 
tamaad to what wee called the 'far and out left',which 
turned ant to he aa ueeortmant of ragbag political groups 
hka the Socislim Worker* Party,and the Workers Revolution 
-asry Party which despite their frightening names, were 
aboet aa dang im ms* aa a pond full of ducks." 

Peter Wright, retired MIS officer.(lndependem.2S/3/9l). 
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he the ANCjt mm he Bon-aectartaa and comatta 
•T he^ oo m m on tty* ^muet start saving ap money 

Ronnie Kaarils,from the tame interview, on hi* 
armed self-defence unit* In the black townships. 



EAST LONDON-CONTD 


Four days later K.London 
AFA came back with a 
reply,a 40-strong picket 
end leaflet of the pub which 
again forced It to shutdown 
Since then the pub has been 
regulary monitored and the 
manager appears to have 
got the message,that on 
, ‘w question of fascism 
there can be no neutrality 
.tither you are pro-faaclat 
or antl-faactst there is no 
middle ground and none 
■III pr accepted At the 
time ef going to press the 
BNP appear to have lost 
this • prestigous faclItty.While 
this represents progress 
our work In the borough 
has barely begun. 

SOUTH LONDON-CONTD 


Greets. This policy will like 
our Intervention In Bethnal 
Green will be bitterly 

SSSEi. £3 

claim that "The Fascists 
are not a problem". 

They Insist that confronting 
the faaclsts does nothing 

but provoke them. Reality 
proves the opposite to true. 
A M n>te «y <* tolerance 

hr the racists to Cto? 
It to, a sign of weakness. 
*t only encourages the 
•ponton of the violence 


get away with anythli*. 
murder Included. 

the youthful killers 
of Rolan Adams appeared 
coun «*»y giggled In 
the dock. The court-house 


■nsl stickers. This behaviour 
might be Interpreted by 
•owe as a lack of respect 
for the forces of lew and 
order, but Mould be properly 


contempt by them to all 
of ua. 

Who the killer la does not 
•PP®or to be m doubt, ao 
that to where the Memo 
ultimately rests. Use respons¬ 
ibility MUM bn Wiered 



I In two year*. Because of 

Norman Lamont some hints at 

the murder, and the fact 

budget time. 

that the situation was deter 

Me that made our way to tha 

tarot lag generally till* 

meeting Itself, cunningly 

march was five times bigger 

•merging from a Brookaide 

than the last one. Aa on 

type estate to the 

the previous occaaeioo the 

astonishment of two NF 

orianiiim appealed to the 
authorities. They appealed 

rookies wko ware keeping tkalr 


prepare future killing grounds 
Tbe race attacks and Fascists 
within the community must 
be flushed out. Identified 
and isolated If we do not 
stand together now then 
we will stand apart, "matter 
etee" occupying the yellow 
corner, the militants, the 
red . 

It to a simple case of either 
or, .Either together we Ident¬ 
ify Md isolate them or 
the state will identify and 
Isolate ua. There are a 
couple of other factors 
which must be taken Into 


If a Labour government 
to elected In the Autumn 
end predictably fall to find 
a remedy to chronic un¬ 


til. the media will blame 
"the left". Immigrants will 


to the police. Their appeals 
»«* Ignored A protest 
march once a year will 
not cause the shop to close. 

If the entire Anti- Fascist 
movement accepts the chall- 

flntoh the job this time. 
If we fall again the price 
paid will be high, to If 
the racist/faactot infuence 
In South Earn London to 
confronted but not crushed 
It will as a result be strengt¬ 
hened. Their aerate will 
be ttesgthami The raee 
attacks will multiply. Neat 
year or the year after 
there will be other marches, 
because there will be other 
funerals. That to how the reed 
runs. 

On Saturday 27th April 
The Wild Fowler was closed 
It should stay closed until 


a facility 
In the 


pub to to 
for eve 
commun i ty, 



couee It to become a facility 
for nobody. 

Appeals to the police or 
lobbies of the council will 
aot ckwe the Mop, the 
only people we seed convince 
to close the hate factory 
the oely people that 
uhe It. The members of 
the British National Party. 
Everything etae to simple 



eyes peeled along tbs mala 
road. la answer to our 
sophisticated Interrogation 
techniques, Le. "ere you 
fash?" oae quickly aaaworodao 
and tba othar yes. They wars 
told to pirn off and not do It 
again. By this tlma wa ware 
la the road leading to tka 
schooL At tha gates was a 
pickst organised by the SWF, 


t tended by the potice. The 
police, bellevtag we were 
fanoints (wa mast look Ilka tka 
master reoe) opened the gates 
to lot as la. Elements of tka 
NF - who ware already In 
tka school - came outside to 
poet whet they obviously 
believed were local electors 
eager to hear tka word. 
Leading nail laa Anderson (bow 
could you be so nalvo, lanl) 
•tapped forward to shake 
hands. He end several other 
NF notable* quickly kit the 
floor while the rest raa beck 
to the safety of the hall. We 
removed to the pub nest door 
to swell their salt. 

Wltk all aatl-fasctot element* 
now ualtsd with a stiffening of 
local people - Including one 
lad wltk a rottwaller the sine 
of a pit poay • the fascists 
decided to spilt Into two 
groups. Tba London NF 
coatiagaat. Including tka 

'Nadars' neediest to say, 
cram mad thamsalvaa Into 
their teem coach and wart 
driven away undar hnavy police 
aacort. Tkto loft tka locals 
and tkoee wko had 
thoughtlamly parked their cars 
outalda tka pub to faad for 
themeelvas. And belief* you 
mu, thuy didn't look too happy 
•bout It. Surrounded by 

pottos, they edged down the 
road. They were attacked 
•ayway; the police begaa to 
Iom It: the feectots begaa to 

B inlc. Tboir strutting turned 
to nervous little daaeea of 
sheer terror. Oee local 
aldarly woman whosa husband 
had bona la tha* batOT of 
Cable Street, started to better 
them with her handbag. 
Crushing lato their oars like ao 
much human palp (bo-om 
wanted to waft!), they drove 
•way looking vary stupid with 
only tha potion Intervention to 
thaak for tholr escape. Last 
to leave was getaway artist 


John Hill who was shaking too 
much to start hto ear - ha had 
to got oat and look under the 
bonnet! Back home la tholr 
pub*, what do thaea people toll 
tkalr mats*??? 

Reviewing tka day. It has to 
bt said that it was vary 
sucoasafal, though marred by 
tba arraet and charging of foor 
anti-fascist*. Natsrally. they 
wUI continue to receive our 
support. Not oely had the NF 
contingent and tholr election 
'strategy' been thoroughly 
demoralised, hut the anti¬ 
fascist coatiagaat gained 
widespread loon! support with 
many man. woman and youth. 
Joining our piekat of the 
school. Oh local man who 
brought hto kids along, spoke 
for many when ha said that 
"those scum aren't welcome 
around bars". 

In particular. Rod Action feels 
that, through our intarvaatioa, 
a protsat action which had the 
potential at bast to provide 
tba NF with tha sort of 
hands-off slanging that oaly 
serves to bototar tholr 
confidence end morale and at 
worst with aa opportunity to 
•mack a coupla of lefties, was 
turned into a kaada-oa rout of 
tha fascists. Tha day's areata 
provided a total vindication of 
tha strategy of physical sad 
Ideological confrontation. 

Attempting to develop only 
oa# element la tkto strategy to 
ilka trying to walk oa oa# leg; 
both are essential to assure 
real progress. 

A county-wide mooting baa 
boon arranged to bring 
together all aati-faeotota la a 
•lagla organisation so that aait 
time wo will ha ovea batter 
prepared and any other local 
ractot/fasctot groups can 
aspect a similar roagk ride, 
with any lack, a report of tkto 
mooting and further 
developments will bo earrtao la 
tha neat edition of Bod 
Action. 











































